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Hurdles 


Sometimes Failure Is 


The Price of Success 


by Susan C. Chiles 


“I waited patiently for the Lorp; 
he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the desolate pit, 
out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, 
a song of praise to our God, 
Many will see and fear, 
and put their trust in the Lorn.” 


PSALM 40: 1-4 (RSV) 


ECENTLY on TV a young doctor said to an 
older doctor: 


“I had everything in my favor and I have 
failed.” 


The older doctor replied that his young friend 
was taking his mistake too seriously. 


“Tt is all right for you to talk that way. You 
are an unqualified success.” 


The older man replied that he would not have 
been a success if he had not considered every 
failure and every crisis a challenge. He ended 
by saying: 

“In fact my success is due to my failures and 
the obstacles I encountered.” 


Failures and disasters in our lives do challenge 
us to go forward. Only a weakling succumbs 
when he meets obstacles. When our own plan 
fails, we instinctively turn to God. We know He 
is with us and with Him all things are possible. 
We work with renewed zeal knowing that He will 
abet our efforts. 

A young Englishman by the name of Henry 
Fawcett went hunting with his father. On the way 
they discussed Henry’s plans for the future: a 
college education and a worthwhile career. 

The father shot at a partridge and hit his son, 
totally blinding him. 

Henry Fawcett said of the incident: 


“In ten minutes after the accident I made up 


my mind to stick. by my main purpose as much 
as in me lay.” 
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Live by 


With God’s help Henry Fawcett carried on. He 
worked his way through Cambridge University, 
became the Professor of Political Economy there. 
Later he became Postmaster General of England 
and gave to the English people about a century 
and a half ago the parcel post, which we in Amer- 
ica have found so useful. 

Henry Fawcett’s case is not an isolated one. 
Why do so many foreign-born scholars attain 
high awards? Because they have come up the 
hard way! They ignore defeat. 

A young German woman married an American 
soldier. Her young husband was amazed when 
she told him that, while he was pursuing his work 
in an American university, she was going to work 
in the cafeteria at the university. Her job in- 
cluded the posting of menus every day. He pro- 
tested, thinking her faulty English and her lack 
of acquaintance with the complexities of the Eng- 
lish language would make her work very difficult. 
He suggested she take an easier and more pleasant 
job. Her answer came back that a hard job was 
what she wanted. Only by meeting words she 
did not know, daily, would she learn. So she 
took the cafeteria job. She carried a dictionary 
with her all of the time. She admitted that she 
was often confused, but she worked it out. Now 
she has an excellent English vocabulary. 

The rapidity with which requirements for 
specialized training change, the inevitable delays 
pose serious problems in adjustment these days. 
Each must set his own goal and move steadfastly 
toward it. With God’s help, let each of us decide © 
on a definite purpose. When hurdles are high and 
failures blinding, we know we are never alone. © 
When we do not know what to do, God always } 


+ answers a call for help. 
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Every Church Should Be 
A School of Prayer 


Learning to Pray 


by Joseph B. Fitch 


This is the first in a series 
of two articles on the subject 
“Learning to Pray.” The author 
is minister of First Christian 
Church, El Dorado, Arkansas. 


ECENTLY when a pastor of 
R one of our churches sug- 
gested to a parishoner that she 
could be helped in her struggles 
by becoming a part of a woman’s 
prayer-study group, she replied 
tartly, “Why should I learn to 
pray? I can pray any time I want 
i 

Her abrupt answer demon- 
strated not only her lack of need 
to learn to pray; but it also re- 
flected a false confidence in her- 
self and an indifference to a great 
secret of life. Such careless lack 
of concern is confined neither to 
a local church nor to recent years. 

The gradual disappearance of 
the prayer meeting is but one 
result of the opinion that prayer 
is of minor importance among us. 
The continuing decline of family 
devotions is another. In a 
brotherhood whose forefathers 
taught, wrote about and experi- 
enced what Alexander Campbell 
described as a “direct communica- 
tion from God to man,” there is 
reason to believe that we have 
worshiped God too much “in 
truth” in comparison to Jesus’ 
injunction to worship Him equally 
“in Spirit.” 

Such evidence has been ac- 
cumulating throughout our his- 
tory. Both Stone and Richardson 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1960 


expressed concerns, at intervals 
during the nineteenth century, 
that we were too rationalistic. 
J. H. Garrison wrote in 1891 that 
the rank and file of our member- 
ship—including the ministry— 
lacked a devotional life, thus call- 
ing forth his book of meditations 
and prayers, Alone With God. 
Peter Ainslie’s The Way of 
Prayer attempted to meet the 
same need in the 1920’s as have 
several authors throughout the 
decades before and since. 

I recall a church where on each 
Lord’s Day identical twins served 
as elders at the Lord’s table. 
They were men of character, 
faithful and loyal in attendance, 
but their prayers from Sunday 
to Sunday never varied a syllable. 
Many a preacher is asked to 
“give the prayer’ at church 
meetings which is certainly no 
crime, but when this habit is so 
engrained as to prevent lay 
participation, it contributes to the 
feeling of the layman that he 
need not learn to pray. 

The same might be said for 
the men of the cloth whose only 
function at some secular gather- 
ings, many of them public din- 
ners, is to give the invocation. 
Many a minister wonders at times 
if he is good for anything in 
such civic groups except for “‘say- 
ing the prayer.” 

Throughout our history, there 
has been little or no effort on the 
part of ministers or elders to 
teach people to pray. Even the 


—RNS Photo 


old prayer meeting degenerated 
into a Bible study hour or a 
time to discuss current issues. 
Generally speaking, our elders 
are woefully inadequate in pray- 
ing. They stumble and mumble 
and, unless their voices are 
adequately amplified, the congre- 
gation seldom hears. 

Attempts have been made to 
get them to use guide books with 
prayers especially written for the 
Communion service, but these are 
frequently read in a montonous 
tone. Moreover, elders are 
totally unprepared for praying 
with the sick. If it be said that 
this is the task of the preacher, 
it should also be said that the 
layman can never demonstrate 
the power of Christianity by rely- 
ing on others to do his praying. 

A visitor to many of our wor- 
ship services will hear repetitions, 
hesitations, and cliches on the 
part of the laity (some clergy, 
too) and he will join with many 
others in the feeling that praying 
is a difficult thing, and learning 
to pray much harder, if indeed 
advisable. Every church should 
be a school of prayer, but not 
many such are to be found. 

A few years ago, an abortive 
effort was made to initiate so- 
called prayer cells among some 
of our women’s groups. It never 
got off the ground because no 
one was trained to do the task. 
No individual or local church is 
going to “organize” the Holy 
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Spirit. As Marguerite Harmon 
Ero once said, “It almost has to 
be that to the ordinary one of us 
that experience precedes under- 
standing.” 

Recently it was learned that 
one woman’s group rejected the 
suggested mission study booklet 
for this year, Every Time I Feel 
the Spirit. Inquiry was made 
as to why the material was not 





HE thirstiest I’ve ever been 
in all my life was last sum- 


mer. One day I awakened at six 
o’clock in the morning to leave 
in a few minutes from Jerusalem 
to go with a little group of some 
of the most famous archeologists 
in the world, who were stationed 
at the American Institute of 
Oriental Research. We were try- 
ing to make by eight o’clock in 
the morning the Jordanian Army 
Post through which it was neces- 
sary to pass in order to go to the 
settlement of Qumran, where the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were found. 
It was soon after eight o’clock 
when we arrived there, only to 
be told that that day the Jor- 
danian Army were having mili- 
tary maneuvers with live ammu- 
nition, over much of the little 
trail that we needed to traverse 
and the road would not be opened 
until eleven o’clock. I had asked 
the Y.M.C.A. in Jerusalem where 
I was staying to put up a lunch 
for me, so they had placed a 
couple of sandwiches and two 
very long cucumbers in a brown 
paper sack. It was not the type 
of lunch I would have chosen. 
There was no drink of any kind. 
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ordered, and although futile ef- 
fort to find supplementary mate- 
rial may have had something to 
do with it, the real reason was 
expressed by a member of the 
executive committee: “Frankly, 
we are afraid of the subject.” 

Such a fear is not that of ter- 
ror but, as in the case of public 
praying, one of embarrassment 
due to ignorance. In the opinion 


When we went from this army 
post that guarded the entrance 
to the area at Qumran over to 
Jericho, we had three hours to 
kill, so I bought two bottles of 
synthetic orange soda pop in 
Jericho. 

After going through the exca- 
vations at Jericho we were back 
a little after eleven and _ the 
soldiers waved us on our way 
to Qumran. It took over an hour 
going by the winding little un- 
paved road, down the deep gul- 
lies and up them where, again, 
I was out in the sun a great deal. 

After we got to Qumran about 
noon, we had to climb the steep 
hill on which the settlement 
exists. We were in the broiling 
sun. There was not a cloud in 
the sky. For a couple of hours 
I went around the settlement 
until I had had all I could take; 
the heat was 130 degrees plus 
and no air was stirring. With 
the kind of exertion I had had 
to make in climbing the steep 
hill and going around Qumran 
where, scrambling among all 
those ruins, I’d broken out at 
first into a profuse sweat and 
then that dried, and I was thirsty 
—nothing to drink since soon 
after six o’clock in the morning. 
I left the rest of the party before 
they were ready to go because I 
simply could not take the heat 
any more. 

At the bottom of the hill I 
got back to the car and all there 


of the writer, this spiritual vac- 
uum is more widespread than 
some would like to admit, and 
while here and there are to be 
found exceptions to the rule, for 
the most part we have left our 
people to flounder on this matter. 
Only recently have signs appeared 
that this great thirst among 
members of the Christian church- 
es is beginning to be quenched. 


was to drink was that miserable, 
hot, orange soda pop. I opened 
the bottles and drank them, I ate 
my sandwiches, I even ate the 
cucumbers—two whole cucumbers 
raw—and cucumbers don’t settle 
well on my stomach. But those 
never did me any harm and ever 
since then my taste for cucum- 
bers has been much more than it 
used to be. For more than an 
hour I sat in the car with this 
unsatisfactory drink, before the 
rest of them came down the hill 
and we decided to go to Ain 
Feshka, just a few miles on 
further south, around the Dead 
Sea area to the only large spring 
in all that northern half of the 
Dead Sea shore. 

The car narrowly was able to 
make it and finally we got down 
to the spring at Ain Feshka and 
I sat down beside the spring and 
took out my little collapsible, 
aluminum pocket cup and dipped 
it again and again into the 
spring. Oh! the joy of that 
flowing, cold, pure water. For 
nearly ten hours I had had noth- 
ing to drink but that lukewarm 
soda pop. I really appreciated 
flowing water more than I ever 
had before. “As the hart longs 
for flowing streams, so longs my 
soul for Thee, O God.” As last 
summer I longed for refreshing, 
cool, pure water, in the midst of 
that awful heat, so I have longed 
for the knowledge of God! 
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Editorials 


Without Our Friends 


T IS NEVER easy to carry on when friends 
with whom we have worked are called 
from this life. 

Sometimes the experience is much closer 
home. In our own situation we lost three of 
our faithful co-workers in a little more than 
three months. Life isn’t the same without 
our friends who meant so much to the useful- 
ness of this journal. 


Each bore a different relationship to us. 
The first to go was J. Warren Hastings. Of 
course his main concern was the pastorate of 
National City Christian Church. Our mail 
was abundant evidence that the testimony he 
bore to those who counseled with him reached 
many people, far and wide. He had a great 
heart and a warm spirit. 

Frank E. Davison was in retirement—at 
least officially. We saw him in Arizona and 
in Alabama, hard at work. People loved 
“Davy” and they trusted him. He carried 
the same principles and practices of his 
long pastorates into the fine service he ren- 
dered in retirement. 


When we received letters for him they al- 
ways contained words of thanks for his 
previous help. He knew how to speak strictly 
but kindly and his experience was sought by 
many, many people. 


While these two were best known to the 
readers, we lost another who was most 
closely connected with The Christian. Miss 
Ruth DuHadway was employed by the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication for 37 years. In 
recent years, as circulation manager of The 
Christian, her concern for the success of the 
merged papers was one of complete devo- 
tion. No one but the editor can know what 
her support, suggestions and friendly words 
of encouragement have meant to whatever 
success we have achieved. 


Kagawa—Friend of Christ 


HE members of our churches have shared 
‘Fae sorrow of Christians around the world 
at the death of Toyohiko Kagawa. Only three 
or four Christians have captured the inter- 
est and prayerful support of a world-wide 
body of believers in this century, regardless 
of nationality or religious affiliation. Among 
these have been Schweitzer, Grenfell of 
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Labrador and Kagawa of Japan. Only Ka- 
gawa did his work in his homeland. 

Disciples will have various memories of 
this little man with the poor eyes and the 
big heart. One, Miss Jessie Trout, served 
as secretary to Dr. Kagawa for some years 
during her missionary service on the field 
prior to her administrative duties in this 
country. She has many pertinent things to 
say in her little book, Kagawa, Japanese 
Prophet (Association Press. 80 pages. $1.) 

We recall here three experiences, not that 
they are the most important things to men- 
tion, but merely to help others think of 
what the Christian witness of Kagawa has 
meant to them. The first is the visit of 
Kagawa to our International Convention as- 
sembly in St. Louis in 1941. How friendly he 
was! We never walk around the street corner 
at Kiel Auditorium without remembering 
that on that spot we met Kagawa. 

Second, we recall Kagawa’s sermon to the 
student body of The College of the Bible. It 
was a visit of love, for it meant appearing 
at 8:30 A.M., after appearing before thousands 
in Memorial Coliseum the evening before. 

This friend of Christ always made people 
more familiar with his Lord when he spoke. 
He was no orator. When he got enthusiastic 
about his text, as he always did, his voice 
went up and up to where his English was not 
intelligible. But his smile got more conta- 
gious. He always spoke from his heart. 

The most impressive memory we have of 
Kagawa is the reaction of Hiram College 
students who met him for the first time 
through study of his life. College students 
see no barrier too high to prevent the expres- 
sion of the truth as they understand it. They 
do not count the cost. Neither did Kagawa. 

The incident that caught their support 
most readily was the time when Kagawa 
stood on a bridge alone and stopped a group 
of laborers who could have become a mob. 
Kagawa did not think he was alone. His 
friend, Christ, was with him. He believed 
that Christ cared for the laborer and the 
mill owner alike. It was the beginning of a 
new respect for one who had nearly lost his 
eyesight for the sake of one person. 

We shall not soon forget this friend of 


Christ who helped make Christ the friend 
of so many. 
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Love Can Do So Much 





Che Singing Bird Will Come 


by Inez Brasier 


“If I keep a green bough in my heart, 


the singing bird will come.” 


HE eternal greenness of God’s 
love that dwells in the heart 
when we open the door to it to 
be its keeper, is defense in all 
the experiences of our every day. 


We need this indwelling love 
when we are face to face with 
troubles. Perhaps troubles may 
polish the roughness of our char- 
acters, teach us unselfishness, and 
soften the hardness of our na- 
tures. If we allow them to operate 
within God’s plan they will, in 
the way of His love, blossom into 
gladness and we shall have a song. 

A visitor watched the small 
son of her hostess. He was just 
learning to run. After every 
tumble he worked his way to his 
feet with the words, ‘‘Las about 
it.” Sometimes there were tears, 
but always the words, ‘Las about 
it.” And he did laugh, learning 
to meet the bumps and tumbles 
with a smile from his heart. 

Can we find happiness within 
every hurt life brings? We can, 
if we have the green bough of 
God’s love in the heart. It is for 
us to allow this love to transmute 
everything that comes to us to 
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CHINESE PROVERB 


joy, to gladness that will turn 
our clouds to gold. One lady 
expressed it well when, facing 
serious difficulties in the alone 
care of her child, said ‘“The out- 
side may not seem so, but inside 
I’m fine.” Her cheery songs were 
constant encouragement to all. 

This green bough of God’s love 
in the heart brings a zest for life, 
an awareness of opportunities for 
happiness. We shall find joy 
where there seems to be none. 
We shall be conscious of the 
many blessings whose _ golden 
touch changes our commonplace 
to richly satisfying experiences. 
We shall find that happiness is 
at our feet, for with cleared 
vision we shall see the lovely 
flowers without a fall in the mud 
of self-pity. 

“It is always morning some- 
where in the world’ is an in- 
scription on an old sundial. It 
is always morning, not just 
somewhere, but here, in the love- 
filled heart. And like the morn- 
ing sunshine that wakes the 
flowers to beauty, this love will 
light the darkness in the lives 


of others. It will sing its hap- 
piness until it vibrates the chords 
in other hearts to ring the joy 
bells there. We shall find life 
is worth while when with our 
radiant living we have made 
someone happy. 

He gives us songs in our dark 
days, not for ourselves alone but 
to share. And these “seeds of 
love” we scatter will grow to 
fruition, we know not where nor 
how, in other hearts. Nor do we 
know the form our happiness 
will have as we share our store 
of God’s love. 

Many years ago a small girl 
often sat with her grandmother 
in the glow of the evening fire. 
The shine of her thimble as she 
sewed was fascinating. 

“What makes it shine like that, 
Grandmother?” she asked, for 
her own little thimble was dull in 
comparison. 

“It shines because I use it so 
often.” She turned it on her 
finger to catch the light from 
the fire. Her shining thimble, 
for all through the years she 
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had worn it as she fashioned 
small garments for her own chil- 
dren and, when they were grown 
and away, for the little children 
of needy mothers—God’s ever- 
green love in her heart, and a 
“singing” thimble. 

To the love-filled heart there 
is joy and happiness in God’s 
fashioning our characters to His 
likeness. We shall have a trium- 
phant song to cheer others when 
their life experiences overwhelm 
them. We shall have a song 
that brings courage; for the 
great songs of happiness are 
learned down in our valleys or 
up on our mountain heights, with 
Him. 

The poet, Carpani, once asked 
Joseph Hayden why his church 
music was so full of joy, so cheer- 
ful. 


“My heart is full of joy and 
happiness when I think of God, 
so I serve Him with my notes.” 

So our songs of happiness swell 
from God’s love within, from 
knowing that “All things work 
together for good to them that 
love God.” We may be sure that 
no life is truly successful or 
walks the road to happiness until 
it is not only radiant, but radi- 
ates the love that makes it so. 

Chesterton said, after visiting 
Fenelon, archbishop of Cambrai, 
“If I had stayed longer with him 
I fear I would have become a 
Christian from the beauty of his 
spirit.” The love-filled heart 
sings its inner joy and experi- 
ences with Him. 

The singing bird of happiness 
will come to the green bough 
of God’s love in the heart, and 
its song will waken joy in many 
another life. 


INVOCATION 


Oh Thou in Whom 

we live and move, 
In Whom our lives 
begin and end, 
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by Frank Johnson Pippin 


There’s something about the wind in those dark trees, 
Shaping the mists to grey cathedral spires 

Against wan leaves once lit with golden fires, 

That sobs a season’s dying litanies. 


II. 


Death’s mild anaesthesia now is laid 

Upon the breath of summer’s pulsing things; 

They sleep the while, as other happenings 

Are born above where changing years are made. 


II. 


This is autumn’s day; the summer, mute, must roam 
Naked through the night without her gift of song, 
While one thing holds me, wistfully and long— 
The sense of feeling far away, and yet at home. 
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“You stand squarely in the middle of opportunity” 


A Letter to the 
Young Church in Suburbia 


—nith Apologies to Paul and J. B. Phillips 


HIS letter comes to you from 

your sister congregation in the 
City, for we, too, are known as 
Disciples. 

Greetings to you who are fol- 
lowers of the Way in Suburbia! 

We have shared your enthusi- 
asm, and your zeal is known 
throughout the state. In your 
own way you have helped fulfill 
the prophecy of Joel. Your 
achievements show that young 
men have had visions and the 
older men great dreams. This ac- 
complishment will affect the lives 
of many followers in other places. 

We must be honest with you 
and ourselves. We at first had 
mixed feelings about starting a 
new church. Not that we _ be- 
lieved the project unimportant! 
Rather, we found it difficult to 
take the leap of faith. Our fears 
outnumbered our hopes. We hesi- 
tated to add a financial responsi- 
bility in assisting you, but in ac- 
cepting the challenge we have re- 
ceived a blessing. 

We have discovered members 
giving now who had _ previously 
declined. Then, too, we were re- 
luctant to give members to give 
you a Start, for it might seem as 
though we were started back- 
wards while you went forward. 





Mr. Booth is minister of 
Boardman Christian Church, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 
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by Ashley Booth 


But here, too, a strange thing has 
happened. We have recouped our 
numbers, and now we believe we 
are stronger spiritually than be- 
fore we helped you in the transfer 
of members. We are deeply glad 
that we helped you meet your 
challenge. 

Undoubtedly you will face many 
trying situations, even to the 
point of wondering if it were 
worth the effort. Outsiders may 
look twice before deciding to meet 
with you in temporary quarters. 
Some members may expect too 
much, in too many ways, too soon, 
for enthusiasm must be tempered 
with tenacity. The past may 
haunt you. Though you are a 
new congregation, members will 
bring their ways from former 
groups, and these different habits 
may vie with each other. This 
is both asset and liability. You 
will likely face the critical ques- 
tion of inclusive membership, and 
the answer you give may deter- 
mine the future growth and pro- 
gram of the group. 

There will be individuals at- 
tracted because you are a new 
group, and others will ‘‘join” 
merely to avoid former church af- 
filiations. There may be members 
who will gladly accept many re- 
sponsibilities but be unwilling to 
share them with newcomers. You 
may be tempted to get new mem- 
bers to help pay for the building. 

But aside from the difficult 


matters, you stand squarely in the 
middle of opportunity. You will 
sense the growing pulse of the 
community. A new and strange 
kind of barrier will separate these 
people, and the church has the 
peculiar mission to break them 
down. You will look forward to 
a new building, and hope to avoid 
some of the errors of established 
churches. 

A creative urge rests within 
these members, and this spiritual 
hunger must be harnassed. You 
will face new opportunities to ex- 
plore Christian unity, and new oc- 
casions will teach new duties. As 
you launch this new congregation, 
you are at least a partial answer 
to those who say we have enough 
to do at home. Not least, your 
sense of stewardship will influence 
others beyond your doors; indeed, 
you have caused a “revival” in us, 
for our concern for you has deep- 
ened our quality of living. 

To paraphrase a great man in 
the democratic tradition, we are 
now engaged in a great spiritual 
struggle, to see whether the Chris- 
tian Church, conceived in the 
dream for unity, can endure and 
effectively witness. You have 
been called into being to answer 
God’s hope and man’s need. Our 
best hopes, our kindest thoughts, 
our most thoughtful prayers are 
with you in this new thrust for 
the Kingdom. 
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First Christian Church 
Expresses Regrets... 


Kneel-in Tactics 
Hit in Atlanta 


ATLANTA, GA.—Negroes __ staged 
“kneel-in” attempts in at least three 
Atlanta churches on the third Sun- 
day of a campaign and were 
turned away by all three. The 
youths left quietly without incident. 

The churches were Grace Method- 
ist, Westminster Presbyterian, and 
First Christian. 

Four Negroes were told by a 
group of leaders at First Christian 
Church that the congregation had 
not yet reached any decision about 
integration. The spokesmen asked 
the Negroes not to attend the 
church until the official board and 
congregation could consider the mat- 
ter officially. 


In a statement issued later James 
W. Sosebee, First Christian pastor, 
said he regretted “that events would 
ever occur that would prevent any 
man anywhere from entering a 
church of worship.” 


He added: “I also regret that our 
Negro citizens seek to use these 
methods of entry into the churches 
of the white people of Atlanta who 
have been their friends for many 
decades.” 

The answer to mutual problems of 
the white and Negro races, he said, 
is “much deeper than a _ kneel-in 
situation.” The minister described 
his parishioners as “good people... 
anxious for the Negro to make his 
advances as steadily and quickly as 
possible,” but said that “their re- 
action to kneel-ins is only natural.” 

At Grace Methodist an unidentified 
usher said he told two Negroes who 
attempted to hear Dr. Charles L. 
Allen, the pastor, preach that they 
were “unwelcome because they are 
not Atlanta Negroes and are agita- 
tors not interested in truly wor- 
shiping as Christians.” 

Dr. John Richardson, minister of 
Westminster Presbyterian, said 
ushers told four Negroes his church 
was not yet integrated and sug- 
gested that they attend “one of the 
Manifesto churches.” 

Two manifestoes, one signed by 
80 white Atlanta clergymen in 1957 
and another signed by 316 in 1958, 
urged obedience to the Supreme 
Court’s public school desegregation 
order and called for a prayerful ap- 
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proach to solving racial problems. 

The new Methodist bishop of the 
Atlanta area, who earlier greeted 
Negro students attending services 
at a white church here, feels that 
“kneel-in” demonstrations are not 
helping the cause of integration. 

Preaching his first sermon as a 
bishop at St. Mark’s Methodist 
Church here on August 7, Bishop 
Smith noticed that Negro “kneel-in” 
demonstrators were among the con- 
gregation. Concluding his sermon, 
he greeted the students and wished 
them well. 


To Kennedy Staff 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Sen. John F. 
Kennedy announced the appoint- 
ment of James W. Wine, high-rank- 
ing official of the National Council 
of Churches, as a special assistant 
for community relations in his 
Presidential campaign. 

The Democratic Presidential can- 
didate said Mr. Wine will head a 
special section of his campaign head- 
quarters which will answer questions 
from the public raised by his mem- 
bership in the Roman Catholic 
Church, his statements on Church- 
State matters, and similar issues. 

Mr. Wine announced at the same 
time his resignation as Associate 
General Secretary for Interpretation, 
the post he had held with the Na- 
tional Council of Churches for the 
past year and a half. 


Conversion Plea 


St. Louis, Mo.—Protestant laymen 
were called on here to attain the 
“two basic demands of the Christian 
life which they often expect of their 
ministers but seldom expect or re- 
quire of themselves—a _ personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and a 
public witness in behalf of the 
Kingdom of God.” 

Dr. O. Walter Wagner of St. Louis, 
executive director of the Metropol- 
itan Church Federation of Greater 
St. Louis, emphasized that “not 
until these basic requirements of a 
Christian life ... are the common 
characteristics of the layman’s life, 
will our Christianity be a convinc- 
ing demonstration in the life of the 
world.” 

He spoke at a laymen’s convention 
sponsored jointly by the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches and the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


“If I were to state the two re- 
quirements .. . of laymen for mem- 
bership in the Christian church,” 
Dr. Wagner said, “I would use two 
old words—conversion and witness. 
The newer theological jargon speaks 
of it as confrontation and mission. 


“The Christian faith is anemic,” 
he declared, “until the Christian has 
a personal encounter with the mind 
of Christ and a convincing public 
witness for the Kingdom of God.” 


New Citadel of Faith in West Berlin 





SYMBOL OF FAITH in West Berlin, this strikingly modern Baptist church 
also is a mark of increasing economic prosperity throughout West Germany. 
New churches of all denominations are being erected to replace war- 
damaged structures or meet the worship needs of the shifting and growing 


population. 


However, construction cannot keep pace with the demand. 
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The Church at Large 


World Council's Faith 
And Order Commission 
Meets in Scotland 


Quest for Unity 


St. ANDREW, SCOTLAND—A leading 
American Protestant churchman 
called here for what he described 
as “a churchly unity” that would 
make of the churches a Church that 
would be “obvious to the world to 
which it is sent” and enable them 
to speak and act together when cir- 
cumstances demanded. 

He was Dr. Douglas Horton, 
former dean of Harvard Divinity 
School, who spoke before some 100 
distinguished Protestant and East- 
ern Orthodox theologians and 
church leaders attending the trien- 
nial session of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World Council of 
Churches. 

For six days, the session discussed 
such questions as: How can the 
churches move toward closer unity? 
What are the barriers which sepa- 
rate them? What are the beliefs 
which unite them. 

Dr. Horton said the churchly 
unity he envisioned would mean “a 
ministry and members acknowl- 
edged by all, and the ability to act 
and speak together as occasion may 
require.” 


The Oneness 


It would also involve, he said, 
one baptism, one gospel, the 
breaking of one bread, and a cor- 
porate life of witness and service.” 

Dedicated to searching for a so- 
lution to “the scandal of the divi- 
sion of Christendom,” the six-day 
meeting was attended also by three 
observers from the Roman Catholic 
Church, and four from the Moscow 
Patriarchate of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church. The Russian Church 
is a major Orthodox body not be- 
longing to the World Council, with 
which 172 Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox bodies in more than 50 
countries are affiliated. 

Dr. Horton told the commission, 
of which he is chairman, that “we 
each desire unity, provided it be ac- 
cording to our own specifications. 

“But,” he said, “I think we can 
truly say that the overwhelming 
number of the [WCC’s] member 
churches want to move ahead and 
that the others, by virtue of their 
having joined the Council under its 
present constitution, have declared 
themselves willing to let them do 
so.” 

The chairman said the Churches 
have succeeded in working together 
in the World Council, but they must 
not stop at the point of mere co- 


“ 
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operation but push on toward unity. 

“The unity we are seeking,” he 
explained, “is not a legal unity, not 
a unity of individual Christians, but 
a unity which makes of the churches 
a Church obvious to the world to 
which it is sent.” 

In stressing his plea for a churchly 
unity, Dr. Horton said that “unity 
of form is not one of the objectives, 
but the unity of the living organism 
of the church.” 

He said the churches must search 
‘not for what forms are necessary 
to the Church as a living organism, 
but what the essential elements of 
a living organism are, forms to 
embody these elements being neces- 
sary but not necessarily the same 
in every part of the Church.” 

Dr. Arthur M. Ramsey, Anglican 
Archbishop of York, described the 
goal as “not just the right institu- 
tion or the right doctrine .. . but 
the sanctification of human life.” 

Dr. Keith Bridstron, staff secretary 
of the Faith and Order Commission, 
said in a report presented to the 
meeting that the churches have 
exhibited “a new and unprecedented 
commitment ‘to stay together.’” 
But he said that while this is “an 
enormous step forward,” it may at 
the same time, be “one of the 
greatest barriers to moving for- 
ward. 

“The danger,” he explained, “is 
that, having taken such a step and 
having formed a World Council of 
Churches, this may be considered 
enough.” 

The secretary said the Faith and 
Order movement will be relevant 
only if it remains a movement. 
“It is precisely in the day when the 
ecumenical movement becomes in- 
creasingly institutionalized—as it 
must be—in permanent headquar- 
ters, bureaucratic procedures, com- 
plex structures, that the role of 
movements within it become in- 
creasingly important.” 

The Faith and Order Commission 
is a continuation of the movement 
which held important conferences 
at Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1927, 
at Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1937 and 
at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. Leaders 
of the movement played a decisive 
role in the establishment of the 
World Council of Churches in 1948. 

At other sessions, the commission 
received reports on the nature of 
the Church, the meaning of bap- 
tism, institutionalism, the ministry 
of the laity, worship and other 
topics. 

Plans were made for a major 
“working conference” to be held in 
1963. 


ne 


WASHINGTON, D. 
drunken drivers were elimin- 
ated from the nation’s high- 
ways, Americans could save. 
two billion dollars on the an- 


nual cost. of auto. in- 
surance, the of an 
insurance company which sells 
to non-drinkers only said here. 

William N. Plymat, president 
of the Preferred Mutual In- 
surance Company, told the fifth 
annual Institute of Scientific 
Studies for the Prevention of 
Alcoholism at American Uni- 


versity that insurance rates 
could be reduced by 40 per 


cent if drinking drivers were 
not such a problem. 
APARTHEID 
CONFERENCE 
CAPETOWN, SouTH AFRICA— 


Joost. de Blank, Anglican Arch- 
_ bishop of Capetown, announced 
here that he Plans to attend 


-heid (racial segregation) 


which all eight member bodies 


of the World Council of 


Churches in South Africa will 
participate at Johannesburg. 


The Reformed Church of the 


Cape will be represented by its 
moderator, Dr. A. J. Van Der 
Merwe, who has clashed with 


Dr. de Blank over what he 


called the latter’s “attacks” 
on the Reformed Church over 
the apartheid issue. 


POLITICS AND 
RELIGION 
New YorK—The executive 
director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union said here 
that while it would be un- 
constitutional to bar any per- 
son from becoming President 
solely because of his religious 
or non-religious classification, 
it is proper for voters to seek 
and consider information re- 
garding the influence of a 
candidate’s religious affiliation 
on governmental issues. : 
In a statement in the ACLU’s 
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the Associate Editor 


ENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. 
Twenty-five years ago The 
Christian-Evangelist published 
news and articles reflecting the 
life and spirit of an era much 
different than the “soaring six- 
ties.” 


A glance at the issue of Sept. 19, 
1935, provides significant informa- 
tion not only about “the times” 
but also about the _ Christian 
Churches in those days. 

The lead article, by Bess Robbins 
White (who was then a “former 
editor” of World Call), called at- 
tention to the fact that 22 million 
people were on public relief in the 
United States—18 per cent of the 
population. She summoned the 
churches to take the lead in char- 
acter building and she asserted: 
“Until the government’s program of 
‘maintaining life’ is supplemented 
by the work of character-building 
agencies, neither the country nor its 
needy will receive permanent bene- 
fit from our vast expenditures. Is 
this not a glorious opportunity for 
the church to render conspicuous 
service?” 

In the same issue, a quarter of a 
century ago were “Editorial Com- 
ments on Current Affairs.” Here 
are but a few of them. . . Com- 
menting on the fact that world 
powers had declared in a meeting 
of the League of Nations their in- 
tent to Support the covenant of the 
League in the _Italian-Ethiopian 
crisis—in the heyday of Mussolini— 
The Christian-Evangelist raised some 
questions: “What will they do 
when Italy marches her troops into 
Ethiopia? Will they apply sanc- 
tions against Mussolini? Will they 
agree to invoke economic penalties 
against him ... perhaps even to 
oppose him in joint military action 
to preserve the integrity of Ethi- 
opia?” ... And prophetic were these 
words: “It is generally agreed that 
only force can stop Mussolini. It is 
generally agreed that force will not 
be applied.” 

Other items in the news were: 
The W.C.T.U. convention where 
leaders assailed the federal govern- 
ment for failure to end bootlegging 
“as repeal advocates promised... .” 
Adolph Hitler was reportedly wait- 
ing and hoping for a chance to ad- 
vance German ambitions. 

Brotherhood news 25 years ago 
. . . The International Convention, 
scheduled to be held in San An- 
tonio, Texas, October 15-20 of that 
year, was to feature as speakers 
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Deadline 


Ivan Lee Holt, then president of the 
Federal Council of Churches; Robert 
M. Hopkins, then general secretary 
of the World Sunday School Asso- 
ciation; and Mrs. Ida B. Wise Smith, 
a minister of the Christian Churches 
who was then national president of 
the W.C.T.U. (She was ordained 
by Charles Medbury, beloved pastor 
of University Christian Church, Des 
Moines, Iowa) . . Roger T. Nooe 
began his eleventh year as pastor 
of historic Vine Street Christian 
Church, Nashville Central 
Church, New York City, where Finis 
S. Idleman was pastor, was making 
plans to celebrate its 125th anni- 
versary. The pastor was to be 
honored at the concluding service 
Oct. 31, when he was then com- 
pleting 20 years as pastor... The 
Shelbyville, Ill, Christian Church 
announced plans to celebrate its 
centennial. It was to get under way 
with an evangelistic campaign un- 
der the leadership of Charles Reign 
Scoville ... Graham Frank, who was 
then in his 23rd year as general 
secretary of the International Con- 
vention (on a part-time basis), cele- 
brated the beginning of his nine- 
teenth year as pastor of Central 
Church, Dallas, Texas. 

Featured in the magazine was 
Frederick D. Kershner’s “As I Think 
on These Things,” W. G. Johnston’s 
“Everyman’s Bible Class” and ma- 
terials for mid-week prayer meet- 
ing prepared by Assistant Editor 
Barclay Meador. 


The Brass Ring 


SECOND in a series of programs 
aimed at young adults is being pre- 
sented on N.B.C.’s “Frontiers of 
Faith” September 18. The series 
bears the program title of “The 
Brass Ring” which is symbolic of 
the awards that dangle before the 
eyes of every young adult as he 
moves forward into adult living. 

An interpretive news release from 
the Broadcasting and Film Commis- 
sion of the National Council of 
Churches, comments: “The Brass 
Ring has no value in itself. It 
merely entitles the one who catches 
it to ride the merry-go-round again 
and try for more brass rings.” 

In this series the young adult is 
being asked to compare the “brass 
rings” of success, notoriety, and 
sophistication with the values of 
full Christian commitment. 

To be heard Sunday, Sept. 18, is 
“Headwaiters Know My Name”—an 
emphasis on how young people can 





learn to tell the difference between 
real and false values. 

The final program in the series 
deals with the criteria for the 
“authentic” life. Plans were made 
to follow up the broadcast in dis- 
cussion groups. The programs are 
heard Sundays from 1:30 to 2:00 
P.M. (Eastern time). 


Did You Know? 


DID YOU KNOW that Rosh Ha- 
shono, the Jewish New Year, will 
be observed this year by Jews 
throughout the world beginning at 
Sundown, Sept. 21, ushering in the 
most sacred period of the Jewish 
religious calendar? 

The Hebrew term “Rosh Ha- 
shono” literally means “head of the 
year” and marks the beginning of a 
ten-day period traditionally con- 
sidered a time of sober introspec- 
tion and spiritual self-evaluation. 


In synagogues throughout the 
world religious services on Sept. 21 
and 22 will stress prayers of re- 
pentance and resolve, musical se- 
lections on these themes and “rab- 
binical sermons urging conduct in 
the closest possible conformity with 
God’s mandates,” according to Gun- 
ther Lawrence, director of public 
information for the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations. 

The period of reflection and re- 
pentance, known as the Ten Days 
of Penitence, reaches its climax 
with Yom Kippur, the Day of Atone- 
ment beginning this year on Friday 
evening, Sept. 30, and continuing 
through Saturday. 

Yom Kippur is a time devoted to 
self-examination and the determina- 
tion to live on a higher moral plane 
in the future. 


Newsworthy . . . 


It is not unusual for an octoge- 
narian minister to supply a pulpit 
on his 80th birthday. But it was 
newsworthy when twin brothers 
Frank G. and Charles A. Richard 
observed their 80th birthday by 
serving as guest pastors at Park 
Place Christian Church at Hutchin- 
son, Kansas. 


The two retired ministers each 
gave a brief sermon. Frank G. 
Richard lives in Hutchinson and 
Charles A. lives in Topeka. 

The two Christian churches’ min- 
isters have had parallel careers. 
Born on a farm near Holton, Kan- 
sas, they graduated from Campbell 
College in that city in 1905. Both 
served as chaplain at the Kansas 
State Industrial Reformatory at 
Hutchinson and have served several 
Kansas pastorates. 
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Fred Marlow Found Retirement 
A Difficult, Heartbreaking 
Experience Until...... 


Sweeter Each Year 


RED MARLOW stepped wearily onto the 

porch. Only eight steps, yet they felt harder 
to climb each time he visited his son. 

Old Mr. Marlow pressed the doorbell, wonder- 
ing if Wesley and Jo Ann would be sociable to- 
night. They never seemed to have much time 
for him. 

He thought back to the forty years he had spent 
as a schoolteacher. It was tough to retire, espe- 
cially when nobody wanted to help spend that 
leisure time. Well, I have my sketching. Now I 
can draw to my heart’s content. He smiled pri- 
vately, patting the sketching crayon in a pocket 
of his gray jacket. 

The door swung open and Wesley Marlow stood 
there in a tee shirt and working trousers, un- 
smiling. 

“Oh, Pop. Come on in.” 

Mr. Marlow shook his head as he walked into 
the parlor. He’d told them he’d be here tonight, 
yet the reception was cool. 

“T like to visit you, son.” He sat on a sofa. 
“Makes me feel good to see my boy getting ahead.” 

“Ha.” Wesley scowled. ‘I’m going nowhere at 
the factory. Deadend. It’s a good thing I sell at 
night. Which reminds me, I have to run.” 

He disappeared into his room. Mr. Marlow 
tsked, fearing that his son might get ulcers from 
rushing and worrying so. Just then Jo Ann en- 
tered. 

She was an open-eyed woman, and he didn’t like 
the way she walked. And the tight dresses she 
wore! He had never thought her quite good 
enough for his Wesley. 

“How does it feel to get away from teaching 
those brats, Pop?” she inquired breezily. 

“TI sort of miss the children,” he replied. ‘They 
keep a man from being lonely. . . . And that re- 
minds me, where’s Jimmy?” 

“Oh, he’s playing ball with his friends.” 

He felt a twinge of resentment. They knew 
he was coming over tonight. At least they could 
have let him see the boy. 
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by John Nemec 


Soon Wesley stepped back into the parlor, 
wearing a suit now. “You keeping busy, Pop?” 

Mr. Marlow smiled. “All the time.” 

Wesley checked his watch. “Oh, boy. I’ve got 
ten minutes. Can I drop you off anywhere?” 

“Now don’t you bother about me tonight, son. 
I have lots of time and I like to walk. You just 
run along.” 

His son kissed Jo Ann and moved to the porch. 
Mr. Marlow picked up his hat. “T’ll be going, Jo 
Ann. Tell Jimmy I asked for him.” 

Out on the sidewalk, he headed for Seaview 
Park. It was pleasant to smell the salty air and 
feel the breeze. He enjoyed the leisurely pace. 
Many other people relaxed in the park; Mr. Mar- 
low liked to chat with them for a bit. 

The park was heavily populated tonight and 
many cars droned on the road near him. There 
would be a ball game at the stadium later. 

A young couple walked toward him. He smiled 
and nodded, but they didn’t notice. Slowly he 
moved toward a refreshment stand. I generally 
meet some children. Ill get candy and be ready 
for them. 

“What’ll you have?” A tall, red-haired girl 
leaned one hand on the counter and tapped her 
fingers. 

“Rock candy, please.” 

“Thirty-five cents.” 

Unhurried, he gave her the change. 

“It’s a beautiful evening,” he said. 

“Yeah. ... Hey, Gertie!’”’ She waved to a young 
woman behind Mr. Marlow. “You think the Ti- 
gers’ll take ’em tonight?” 

He walked away. Baseball. Youth. Some day 
they’ll learn about the shortness of life and the 
fleeting things that don’t matter. 

For several minutes he walked under the trees 
and across the green grass that smelled sweeter 
each year. As he came to a huge parking lot he 
saw three boys, around thirteen, admiring a con- 
vertible. He recognized one, a lad named Hank. 
They were the kind who needed a helping hand. 


THE CHRISTIAN 





| 
| 





Art by Bartig 


He had applied for a job as an illustrator. . .. Sud- 
den retirement was hard to take. But the maga- 


zine editor had not wanted him. 
too old, Mr. Marlow.” 


“Your style’s 


Mr. Marlow smiled as he stepped over to them. 
“Hello, Hank. How are you?” 


“Lousy.” Hank kicked a tire of the parked 
convertible. ‘Too much air in here. Must be at 
least forty pounds. We ought to help the man 
out.” 


Clearing his throat, Mr. Marlow held out his 
white bag. ‘Would you like some candy?” 

One of the boys grabbed the bag from his hand. 
“Maybe. Let’s taste ’em first.” He laughed, 
shoveling a handful into his mouth. ‘What’s your 
racket, mister?” 

“Loafin’,”” Hank answered. 
thin’.” 

“You shouldn’t be touching other people’s prop- 
erty,” Mr. Marlow said. ‘Might get you in trou- 
ble.” 

The boys laughed and ran away. The old man 
sighed and walked toward the stadium. Why did 
people like his son Wesley and the red-haired girl 
at the refreshment stand have to rush through 
life? They were missing its flavor. Even young 
Hank already had the fever. Mr. Marlow felt 
sorry for them. 

Or is life only for the young? he wondered. Is 
there still a place in it for me? He had applied 
for a job as illustrator, two weeks ago. Sudden 
retirement was hard to take. But the magazine 
editor had not wanted him. “Your style’s too old, 


“He doesn’t do any- 
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Mr. Marlow.” 

He walked past the stadium walls, already buzz- 
ing with the crowd. He enjoyed watching the 
Tigers play ball. It brought back memories of 
his own days on the field. 

Near the entrance a boy was sitting alone on a 
rock, sadness in his eyes. Mr. Marlow went to 
him. 

“Aren’t you going in to watch the Tigers?” 


The lad blinked his brown eyes. “Don’t have 
any money.” 
“Oh.” This would be the last home game for 


the Tigers for two weeks. He felt in his pockets. 
Fifteen cents was all he had left. 

The old man watched a small advertising poster 
drift by, tumbling with the sea-breeze. “Let’s 
see,’ Mr. Marlow said, and picked it up. “Tell 
you what, son. My name’s Fred. What’s yours?” 

“Tommy.” 

“Let me tell you about the ball games I used 
to play—a long time ago.” 

Tommy’s eyes brightened a bit. “Okay.” 

“We played fifteen innings in those days.” He 
sat on the rock and began sketching with his 
crayon on the poster. “And what uniforms we 
wore! See this cap? Like a railroad engineer’s, 
isn’t it?” 

The black figures came to life under Mr. Mar- 
low’s hand. Husky ball players with curved 
moustaches, ancient square automobiles, specta- 
tors in grandstands, with bow ties and hair parted 
in the middle. 

Mr. Marlow glanced up. A tall, distinguished- 
looking man in a dark suit was walking toward 
them. Tommy fidgeted on the rock, then got up. 

“Aw, I don’t want to see any more pictures. 
They make me feel worse. Now I'll miss seein’ 
the Tigers even more.” 

“I’m sorry, Tom. I was only trying to help.” 

He watched the boy move away, hands gloomily 
imbedded in his pockets. 

“Just a minute, sir. May I see that sketch?” 

It was the tall man, standing beside him. The 
man studied the sketches, smiled, and nodded. 

“This is it. Just the style I’ve been looking 
for.® 

Mr. Marlow blinked unbelievingly. 

“I’m serious,’ the man continued. “My name 
is Gilbert Vines, with the Gay Nineties Shaving 
Cream Company. How would you like a job draw- 
ing pictures like this, for television?” 

Television? It must be a joke. Fred Marlow 
peered intently at Vines. “Gay Nineties Cream— 
sponsors of the Tigers’ radio broadcasts?” 

“That’s one of our activities. We'll pay you 
rather well, sir. What do you say?” 

“My style is too old, too antique—” 

“T’ve been scouring this town, looking for an 
artist with a warm, 1900 flavor. You have it, Mr. 
gh.” 

“Marlow.” His heart beat excitedly. Here was 
(Continued on page 27.) 
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What Is Real Religion? 


3 “Where the Scriptures Speak .. 2) by the Editor 
as 


Scripture: Micah 6:1-8 


E HAVE a dramatic pas- 

sage of scripture from the 
Book of Micah as the basis for 
answering one of the most com- 
mon questions. The Hebrews 
were concerned with it and we 
still hear all kinds of arguments 
about it in the present day. What 
is real religion? Does it consist 
in believing the right doctrines, 
or in living the right kind of a 
life, or in the right combination 
of these two aspects of life? 

Everyone has an answer to 
this question. Each person forms 
opinions and makes judgments 
regarding the life of other peo- 
ple and regarding his own reli- 
gion. In fact, one hears the 
idea, framed in poor English, 
quite often: ‘‘He’s a real religious 
person.” In order to find our 
own answers to this question we 
shall examine the text from Micah 
with considerable care. 

The literary quality of this 
passage must not be overlooked. 
In fact, I have found it a good 
idea to read it over at least three 
times before beginning to com- 
ment on it in the hope that I 
might understand the dramatic 
setting in which the ideas are 
placed. Perhaps you will want 
to do the same. 

You will notice that the first 
two verses are spoken by some- 
one, to someone else, about what 
the Lord is saying and doing. 
Then the next three verses are 
the words of God about the case 
itself. There follows two verses 
in which the people are making 
their case before the Lord and 
the final verse is God’s answer 
to the whole problem. 

Obviously the people of Israel 
are being charged with unfaith- 


fulness. They are told that “the 
mountains . . . and the hills” 
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should hear what they have to 
say (verse 1). In other words, 
the people of God are in God’s 
universe. They must make their 
witness to God in the proper 
manner, just as the mountains 
and hills witness in their way. 
They declare the majesty and 
stability and powerfulness of God, 
to some extent. Now the people 
must tell how they have ex- 
pressed themselves. 

There is a difference of opinion, 
a “controversy” between the 
Lord and his people as to what 
the people should be doing. The 
Lord is not going to accept the 
situation without an argument. 
“He will contend with Israel’ 
(verse 2). 

Now we have a bit of historical 
reminiscence on the part of God. 
He tells what he has done for his 
people through the centuries. We 


know how he brought them up 
“from the house of bondage” in 
Egypt (verse 4). We know how 
Moses, Aaron and Miriam did 
God’s work. We know how God 
looked over his people in the face 
of the heathen gods and brought 
them into the land of Canaan. 
At the moment, there does not 
seem to be much memory of these 
mighty acts of God. It is a 
pathetic plea which we hear God 
uttering, “In what have I wearied 
you?” (Verse 3). 

Now we begin to get at the 
real issues between God and man. 
The people hear God asking 
what he has done wrong and why 
they are forsaking him. Now 
the people have their turn (verses 
5, 6). Right away, we see what 
their argument is going to be. 
They think they have done what 
they should in order to show 
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their gratitude to God for his 
goodness. 

The Hebrew religion at this 
time was a sacrificial religion. 
There are pages and pages in 
the Old Testament which tell pre- 
cisely what one had to sacrifice 
in various instances. It depended 
upon the sin, upon the season 
and upon the wealth of the in- 
dividual. The answer to God 
that comes back here is given in 
a rather hurt tone of voice. The 
implication is that they have been 
doing all the things that the Law 
requires. 

Now what does God want? 
Three possible answers are pro- 
posed. What would please him? 
Would thousands of rams, ten 
thousands of rivers of oil or even 
a first-born child please him? 

This is the typical answer of 
people in such circumstances. 
They are trying to defend them- 
selves. They have been making 
offerings and they have a law 
written down which tells them 


that they ought to make offer- 
ings. What does God want? He 
told Abraham that he should not 
sacrifice his son Isaac on the 
altar. Does he want to return to 
a period prior to that promise 
and exact the first-born of his 
people now? 

Do you suppose the people 
really asked these questions in 
sincerity? I rather doubt it. I 
think they knew what the trouble 
was. This is a way out, and it is 
not an exclusive answer of the 
Old Testament Hebrews. Did you 
ever hear any questions in a 
similar vein? Here are some: 
“What else do you expect? I go 
to church every Sunday.” Or 
do you hear this one: “TI tithe 
my take-home pay. What do you 
want, everything I’ve got?” 

Now we have the answer, in 
the last verse of our text. ‘What 
does the Lord require of you?” 
This is not presented as some- 
thing new which the people had 
never heard before. It is stated 


Meaning for Today 


HERE is a consistent mis- 

understanding of the nature 
of religion. Ask a dozen people 
what they think it is, and you’ll 
get almost as many answers. 
They will vary from a condensa- 
tion of the golden rule, to a rule 
of thumb about refraining from 
evil actions. 

But what is real religion? Is 
it a matter of performance and 
correct personal and ecclesias- 
tical rituals? Is it a matter 
of fulfilling obligations including 
paying our taxes, speaking to 
our neighbor, refraining from 
kicking stray dogs, returning 
kindnesses and even being good 
to the people who are good to us? 
Or is it a matter of sacrifice, even 
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if that is a hard-sounding word? 

Religion is all of these things, 
and yet none of them. We can 
have the right rituals and retain 
perverted attitudes about them. 
We can have a real sense of 
obligation to the status quo or 
even to people who have done 
something for us and yet be 
possessive and hateful. For that 
matter, one can be arrogant 
about the discipline he exercises 
including being a tither! 

But when God confronts a sin- 
ful man through a personal, 
heart-searching experience, all 
these things are seen in their 
true insignificant perspective. 

Real religion deals with what 
is inside a man, his motivation, 


quite clearly that, 
showed you, O Man, what is 
good.” What they were doing 
and what they now proposed to 
do, if necessary, was not “good.” 

Why were these things not 
good? The answer is simple. 
The people were doing the out- 
ward acts but they were not 
giving themselves to God. They 
were not practicing the char- 
acteristics of a God-like person. 
These are said to be three, justice, 
kindness and _ humility. No 
amount of sheep on the altars or 
oil on the head is a fit substitute 
for justice and kindness. 

To return to the original ques- 
tion, I do not think real religion 
is a question of right doctrine 
or right living. There is no dis- 
cussion of right doctrine in this 
passage. This does not exclude 
right doctrine, for example belief 
in God himself. This is a dis- 
cussion of what people ought to 
do and the answers are simple 
and complete. 


“He has 


attitude, sense of identity and 
relationship with God. Our Lord 
stated that it was not what went 
into a man, but what came out 
that defiled him, for a man speaks 
out of his heart. Religion may 
be observable physically but this 
is a poor criteria. Actions are 
to be evaluated not as ends in 
themselves but as expressions of 
our hearts! 

Relationship with God is a mat- 
ter of being involved as a person 
in the pursuit of that which is 
just for all. Its motivation must 
come from the pure love of kind- 
ness. The result is a consistent 
concern to walk through life, 
aware of His Presence inter- 
woven in all man’s endeavors. 

This is primary if we are to 
know the enriching experiences 
that God has purposed for every 
human soul, and to be aware of 
being a child of God. It will 
enable us, in turn, to cut across 
all of the inhibitive rules often 
called “religion,” and turn to the 
more positive concern for justice, 
kindness, and a relationship with 
a Living God. 
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N ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, a wom- 

an with sagging shoulders and 
tear-stained eyes, wove her way 
through the union-station atmos- 
phere of the lobby of Barnes Hospi- 
tal. Mrs. Smith (we'll call her) was 
a stranger in town, having accom- 
panied her ailing mother to this 
world-renowned medical center. 

Now she had learned that this 
mother of hers, tucked in bed on a 
floor above, would soon die. So Mrs. 
Smith was on her way to the drug- 
store in the lobby in search of gum, 
mints, a magazine .. . just anything 
with which to fortify herself so that 
she could again greet her mother in 
a composed manner. 

As she was passing a marble- 
trimmed doorway, a familiar saying 
bobbed to the surface of her mind, 
“Fear not, fear not; lo I am with you 
always.” Glancing up, she read the 
lettering over the door: “Danforth 
Chapel.” Entering, she was sur- 
prised to find a complete, miniature 
church. 

“T’ll just slip into a back row,” she 
thought, “because my dress is so 
wrinkled.” But almost all the seats 
were taken; and patients in wheel 
chairs were parked back of the pews. 
However, edging on down the aisle, 
she found herself a vacant seat. 

She was touching a handkerchief 
to the corner of her eye when a 
stranger on her right murmured, “I 
do believe we’re early.” 

Mrs. Smith looked up into a smil- 
ing face. This smile caused her to 
smile in return. Suddenly she was 
whispering her terrible secret to the 
strange woman, and the next mo- 
ment they were holding hands and 
praying together. 

Now the organ music rolled softly 
over them. The chaplain, Doctor 
George A. Bowles, took his place in 
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the pulpit and opened the service 
with a prayer, his voice low and sym- 
pathetic. The congregation sang a 
hymn; the scripture was read. Then 
came the sermon, ending with “... 
hope that life be more abundant for 
all people, and religion is the agency 
that can handle this in the world.” 

The service closed with a hymn. 
Then anyone who desired remained 
and spoke for a few minutes with 
the chaplain. 

Mrs. Smith told him, “If I could 
only express how much all this has 
meant to me. I came seeking a tem- 
porary, material crutch in a drug- 
store, and I’ve found a healing, spir- 
itual strength in this church. I am 
strong again!” 

Yes, this is the sort of happening 
that goes on daily in the Danforth 
Chapel, the little church in the big 
hospital on St. Louis’ Kingshighway 
Boulevard. Surely, it is all that the 
late Mr. William H. Danforth had 
hoped it would be when he presented 
it in 1950 to “. . . all who desire to 
attend.” 

A more oddly dressed group of 
worshipers would be hard to find: 
patients in bathrobes, nurses in pa- 
per-doll white, doctors in suits, trav- 
elers in mussed apparel .. . relatives, 
friends, strangers, staff, brought to- 
gether for one purpose: worship of 
God. 

For when the chapel key was 
turned over to the hospital’s board 
of trustees, Mr. Danforth emphasized 
that the chapel “. . . be available for 
use by all creeds for services of wor- 
ship and quiet communion with 
God.” And in its tranquil way, the 
little church with its open door is 
helping to erase the divisional lines 
among our great religions. The serv- 
ices are non-denominational, and no 
attempt is made to proselytize those 


who attend. 

No monetary collections are made. 
Nevertheless, the church is kept in 
order and repair. The light oak 
woodwork, padded pews, rust-tiled 
floor, and yellow mums upon the 
altar, are restful to both body and 
soul. 

In 1950, five white-capped nurses 
sang the dedicatory hymn, the appro- 
piate, “Where Cross the Crowded 
Ways of Life.” In the past ten years, 
thousands of persons have turned 
aside from what sometimes seems 
our mere worship of beauty, and 
have come here seeking the beauty 
of worship. 

Today, with the uncovering of 
greedy deeds done by men in gen- 
eral, how nice to know that men in 
particular, such as the late William 
H. Danforth of Ralston Purina’s 
“Checkerboard Square,” have spent 
their lifetimes in being helpful to 
others. 


Le Petit Sermon 


Kenneth W. Sollitt 


DGAR GUEST’S “I have to live 

with myself and so I want to be 
fit for myself to know” expresses a 
Christian attitude toward self. 

“Let me live in a house by the side 
of the road and be a friend of man,” 
by Sam Walter Foss, expresses a 
Christian attitude toward others. 

To me the Christian’s attitude to- 
ward God is best expressed in 
Sergei’s “My God and I go in the 
field together.” 

Leave out any one of these three 
phases of Christian concern and you 
sit precariously on a stool with only 
two legs. 
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Christian Ethics, Action 
And Benevolence on Program 


Monday Schedule at 


Convention Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS—Christian social 
concerns will be the central em- 
phasis of the program Monday, 
Oct. 24, during the 1960 assembly 
of International Convention of 
Christian Churches. 


One thousand Disciples will begin 
the day with informal sessions in 
ten morning quest breakfasts, where 
they will pose social questions to be 
discussed during the day. 

A panel of ministers: Jay R. Cal- 
houn, assistant dean of Disciples Di- 
vinity House at the University of 
Chicago; W. A. Welsh, pastor of 
East Dallas (Texas) Christian 
Church; and John R. Binkley, pastor 
of Grant Park Christian Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa, will take “A 
Look at Critical Issues” at 9:30 A.M. 

Prof. S. Marion Smith of Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
Ind., will give the first of three 
Bible Lectures. At noon, 13 colleges 
will hold luncheons at the various 
Louisville hotels. 

Richard M. Fagley, executive sec- 
retary of the Commission of The 
Churches on International Affairs, 
will speak on responsible parent- 
hood and the population explosion 
at 3 P.M. 

Paul M. Bolman, pastor of the 
Hamilton Avenue Christian Church, 
St. Louis, will discuss the church’s 
responsibility to elderly persons, and 
Dr. Orval D. Peterson, head of the 
National Benevolent Association, will 
tell of practical answers during the 
afternoon session. 

“Frontiers in Christian Ethics” will 
be the subject of the major address 
by Miss Marion V. Royce, women’s 


Richard Fageley (left) will speak 
on responsible parenthood and Paul 
M. Bolman will speak on the 


churches’ responsibility to the aged. 
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MARION V. ROYCE of the Canadian 

Department of Labor will discuss 

“Frontiers in Christian Ethics” on 
the third day of the assembly. 


director for the Canadian Depart- 
ment of Labor, on the evening pro- 
gram, beginning at 8 P.M. Transyl- 
vania College will present the 
drama, “The Crier Calls.” 


Back to Congo 


INDIANAPOLIS (Sept. 1)—Five mis- 
sionary men of the Christian Church- 
es (Disciples of Christ) have re- 
turned to or arrived in the republic 
of the Congo, and four women are 
scheduled to return soon. 

In addition, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Dodson returned to Elisabethville 
from Northern Rhodesia where they 
had gone when the crisis developed. 

Dr. Clifford Weare returned to the 
Congo on Aug. 4. Drs. Henry Dugan 
and Neal Testerman left Brussels 
for the Congo Aug. 25 to begin 
their first service there, as did Hal 
Heimer. Don McMillan arrived Aug. 
19. 

To arrive soon are Misses Gertrude 
Shoemaker, Margaret Shaw, Edna 
Poole, and Faith McCracken. 

As instability in the new Republic 
continues, Dr. Robert G. Nelson, 
executive secretary of the United 
Christian Missionary Society’s Divi- 
sion of World Mission, will return 
to Congo in November. He came 
back to the States Aug. 22 from 
Brussels, Belgium, after having 
spoken before the World Conven- 
tion of Churches of Christ (Disciples) 
in Edinburgh. 


Africa Emergency 
Fund Day Oct. 16 


INDIANAPOLIS—October 16 has been 
designated as “Africa Emergency 
Fund Sunday,” when the Christian 
Churches are being urged to receive 
a special offering on behalf of the 
Africa Emergency Fund. 

There have been no accurate 
estimates as to the cost of the crisis 
insofar as the Disciples’ mission 
board is concerned, although it has 
been evident for several weeks that 
in spite of assistance from the United 
States Air Force the “temporary 
re-deployment” operation is proving 
to be exceedingly costly. 

The special offering day is the 
Sunday which begins the week dur- 
ing which the 1960 International 
Convention convenes. The Conven- 
tion begins on Friday, Oct. 21. 


The information office of the 
United Society reports that continued 
support of the brotherhood for the 
Africa mission exigencies will be 
needed for some time, but the 
designation of this Sunday was 
designed to urge churches and in- 
dividuals to contribute to the Africa 
Emergency Fund. 


On July 24, Disciples aboard the 
“Ivernia” observed a Communion 
service and received an offering 
totaling $465 which was designated 
for assistance to missionaries and 
their families who have been with- 
drawn from The Congo. 


On August 14, an offering received 
aboard the “SS Sylvania” among re- 
turning delegates of the Christian 
Churches totaled $60. 


W. K. Fox President 


Of National Convention 


CoLUMBUS, OHIO—William K, Fox, 
for ten years the minister of Cen- 
tennial Christian Church, St. Louis, 
Mo., has been elected president of 
the National Christian Missionary 
Convention. 


Mr. Fox is vice-chairman of the 
Board of Managers of the United 
Christian Missionary Society and a 
consulting editor of THE CHRIS- 
TIAN. 


Elected first vice-president was 
Jesse J. Hawkins, pastor of the 
campus church at Jarvis Christian 
College, Hawkins, Texas. 


More coverage on the convention will 
appear in a succeeding issue. 
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Brotherhood News 


A Remarkable Assembly 
Was Held in Edinburgh 


Convention Story 
by Jesse M. Bader 


The sixth assembly of the 
World Convention of Churches 
of Christ, held in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Aug. 2-7, was one of 
the most significant gatherings 
ever held by our churches during 
the past century. 


The more than 4,000 conventioners 
came from 26 of the 34 nations and 
areas where we have churches and 
workers. The fellowship was not 
unlike the fellowship of the New 
Testament Christians of the first 
century as they sang together; 
prayed together; ate together; and 
showed their concern for one an- 
other in so many ways. 

The Convention voted unanimously 
to hold its seventh assembly in 
Puerto Rico, Aug. 9-15, 1965. 

The newly elected officers for the 
1965 World Convention are: Floren- 
tino Santana of Puerto Rico, presi- 
dent; Sir Philip Messent of Aus- 
tralia, first vice-president; Ray 
Blampied of New Zealand, vice- 
president; Lawrence Bash of the 
United States, vice-president; Boke- 
leale Jean of The Republic of Congo, 
vice-president; Mrs. Esther Maldo- 
nado of Puerto Rico, vice-president; 
Edwardo Malones of the Philippines, 
vice-president; Jesse M. Bader of the 
United States, general secretary; 
James G. Clague of the United 
States, recording secretary; and 
Ralph W. Snyder of the United 
States, treasurer. 


THE CONSTITUTION of the 
World Convention calls for the 
election of an executive committee. 
The following were elected: Arthur 
Brown, Great Britain; Ting Cham- 
pie, United States; Dr. Chen-Chek- 
Ling, Thailand; Stephen J. England, 
United States; Herbert Shirley, Ja- 
maica; Mrs. C. K. Green, Great 
Britain; Theo O. Lopez DeLara, 
Mexico; Jessie M. Trout, United 
States; Mrs. Insuarlde, Paraguay; 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Alvarez, Puerto 
Rico. 

The Convention choir, under the 
direction of Arthur Wake of The 
College of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., 
numbered 250. 

There were 47 buses used to take 
2,400 delegates on a two-hour tour 
on Saturday afternoon. The Trans- 
portation Corporation of Edinburgh 





General Secretary, World Conven- 
tion of Churches of Christ. 
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was not able to furnish additional 
buses to take about 1,400 more. 
The tour ended at Lauriston Castle, 
where The Lord Provost of Edin- 
burgh gave a Garden Party. There 
were 3,800 delegates present for the 
party. For the 1,400 not able to 
take the tour, other transportation 
arrangements were made. It was 
an unforgettable occasion, with sun- 
shine, two bands, and a “high tea.” 

At the missionary rally held in 
Usher Hall, there were 71 mission- 
aries and nationals on the platform. 

At the all-nations luncheon, with 
over 1,500 present, there were 42 
one-minute messages from mission- 
aries, nationals, and fraternal dele- 
gates. 

The program committee, of which 
Theo O. Fisher was chairman, had 
prepared « remarkable program. 
The Convention theme was “The 
Church Committed to Christ—Con- 
cerned for Man.” 

The Sunday afternoon Com- 
munion service was the climactic 
spiritual experience of the Edin- 
burgh convention. Two services 
were necessary in order to serve 
everyone. One was held in Usher 
Hall, with Charles Green presiding, 
and the other in The Lothian Road 
Church of Scotland, with Albert 
Williamson presiding. The offering 
at this service was for world refu- 
gees. It amounted to $2,383. 

The World Christian Women’s 
Fellowship Luncheon, with Mrs. 


Charles Green presiding, was a 
great success, with over 1,700 
present. The preachers’ luncheon 


was attended by 550. Hollis Turley 
presided. 

The convention awarded four 
citations: to Cynthia Pearl Maus, 
Los Angeles; William Robinson, 
Birmingham; R. S. Garfield Todd, 
Southern Rhodesia; Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigen, London. This was the 
first time the Convention awarded 
citations. It voted to continue this 
plan at the Puerto Rico assembly. 

The Edinburgh committee, made 
up of members of the Dalkeith 
Road Church of Christ and of mem- 
bers of other congregations of ours 
in Scotland, deserves high praise 
for the fine way it prepared locally 
for the sixth assembly. 

There were twelve “study groups” 
and seven “interest groups” work- 
ing on different subjects. It is too 
early to report results. 

The executive committee at its 
May 19 meeting this year voted to 
take a “love offering” for the 
British Churches of Christ (Dis- 
ciples). This offering, an expres- 
sion of appreciation to the host 
country for its many courtesies, 
was received on Sunday evening. 
It amounted to $3,315. Our British 





Brethren, through their Central 
Council, decided to use this gift for 
the organization of new congrega- 
tions and the erection of new build- 
ings. 

The World Convention expects to 
take an offering at each assembly 
for the churches of the _ host 
country. 

Charles K. Green, president of the 
Convention, did much to make the 
assembly a splendid success. His 
excellent keynote message set the 
tone for the entire program. 


50th Anniversary 
At Long Beach, Calif. 


LONG BEACH, CALIF.—East 
Side Christian Church here is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary 
today (Sept. 18) with a special 
program in which four of the 
five living former ministers are 
participating. 

Organized 50 years ago under the 
leadership of F. M. Rogers, at that 
time pastor of First Church, John 
W. Messer has been the minister 
since 1956. 

Former ministers who are par- 
ticipating in the services today in- 
clude A. E. (Bob) Worthy, Aldis 
Webb, George Tinsley and John 
Hanna. The other living minister 
is Franklin Minck. 

Another event of the day’s pro- 
gram will be the telecast from the 
church on “Great Churches of the 
Golden West” program which will 
feature East Side Church. 

The congregation erected its first 
building on Labor Day in 1910. 
Constructed in one day, it was 
known as the “Church what was 
built in a day’ because members of 
the new _ congregation, members 
from First Church and workmen 
from the carpenters’ union joined 
their efforts in a cooperative build- 
ing program. 

The present education building 
was erected in 1920 while C. C. 
Bentley was the minister. This 
building has since undergone ex- 
tensive remodeling and the present 
sanctuary was constructed in 1940. 

Eleven young men have gone 
from the church into full-time 
Christian service, including Dr. John 
Ross, famed medical missionary to 
The Congo. 

For 48 years Mrs. Victoria Byerlee 
was the church’s living link mis- 
sionary until her retirement two 
years ago. At the present time the 
congregation supports the work of 
Mrs. Helen Corpron in Thailand and 
Dr. Cleo Blackburn, president of 
Jarvis Christian College. 
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Director of Christian Education 


Roy D. Holt Named to 
Staff of Texas Churches 


FortT WorTH—Roy D. Holt, min- 
ister of the First Christian Church 
in Bryan since September, 1957, has 
been named director of Christian 
education for the Texas Board of 
Christian Churches. 

His appointment, effective Sep- 
tember 1, was announced by Dr. T. 
T. Swearingen, executive director of 
the TBCC. 

Holt also will have the major 
staff responsibility for the TBCC’s 
Division of Campus Christian Life. 

He succeeds Frank C. Mabee, Jr., 
who became minister of the First 
Christian Church in Lake Charles, 
La., in mid-August. 

A leader in state and _ district 
Christian education programs for 
more than 10 years, he was chair- 
man of the state board’s youth 
work committee for four years. 

Holt earned a B.A. degree from 
Phillips University in Enid, Okla., 
and a B.D. degree from Texas 
Christian University’s Brite College 
of the Bible. 

The Bryan congregation, organ- 
ized in 1866, broke ground on a new 
site August 7 for a $93,000 educa- 
tion building and fellowship hall- 
sanctuary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holt have two chil- 
dren, Janess, 11, and James Randel, 
8. Mrs. Holt, has a B.S. degree in 
home economics from TCU and has 
done graduate work in TCU’s Brite 
College of the Bible and at Trinity 
University in San Antonio. 





HIGHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 
Denver, Colo., recently commissioned 
Miss Robbie Kemp (left) and Mrs. 
Roberta Martin as directors of Chris- 


tian education. Phil M. Runner 
(center), pastor of the church, was 
in charge of the service. 
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tH Chester A. Sillars, executive secretary, 
Northeastern Area Christian Churches, spoke 
at First Christian Church, LYNN, MASS., in 
honor of Mr. Sillars’ first sermon at Lynn in 
May, 1935. An informal reception was held 
in the afternoon on the 25th anniversary 
occasion. 


SK Mrs. Percy Scott reports that many people 
have made good use of the library at First 
Christian Church, CANTON, ILL., where she 
is the church librarian. Not yet three years 
old, the library contains 265 newly purchased 
books. A total of 175 readers including 37 
children, have checked out over 1050 books. 


KK The Christian Women's Fellowship retreat 
for the State of Indiana, held at Anderson 
College, featured Dean Ronald E. Osborn as 
guest lecturer. Dean Osborn, of Christian 
Theological Seminary, INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 
gave two Bible lectures on: ‘‘When We 
Pray'’ and conducted an interest group on 
“Appreciation of Religious Art."’ 


WA The Church of Christ (Disciples), PEM- 
BROKE, N. Y., recently held a mortgage 
burning service in honor of the final payment 
on the new parsonage. Following the serv- 
ice, open house was held in the new par- 
sonage by the pastor and his wife, Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald E. O'Hair. Mr. O'Hair is a 
senior at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. 





5K Teen-agers attending the 17th annual TEXAS 
Youth Convention of Christian Churches were 
lashed by their president when he spoke to 
them about trying to be ‘“‘safe’’ and ‘‘socially 
acceptable"’ instead of ‘‘wading into the 
everyday fight."' Ralph Youngdale of AUS- 
TIN, president of Texas Christian Youth Fel- 
lowship, warned that lives ‘‘built upon the 
gods of money, social acceptance or physical 
success’’ are like houses erected on sand. 


WK After serving 18 months as the first full- 
time Protestant chaplain ever assigned to the 
Federal Correctional Institute at La Tuna, 
Texas, Chaplain Eugene F. Stump has been 
transferred by the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
to a similar position in DANBURY, CONN. 
While in La Tuna, Chaplain Stump worked 
with the Joint Boards of the Christian 
Churches of El Paso and served for six months 
as ad interim minister of the Northgate Chris- 
tian Church. 


KK Vacation Church School was held at First 
Christian Church, SULLIVAN, ILL., recently 
with an enrollment of 145 children. Mrs. 
Russel Slover was the director, assisted by 
Delmer Elder, assistant director, and a staff 
of 40 teachers and supervisors. An offering 
of over $120 was received to help care for a 
Korean orphan. 


SAD. W. McElroy, minister of First Christian 
Church, BAKERSFIELD, CALIF., returned home 
Aug. 10, after conducting a tour of Europe 
and the Holy Land. The trip was highlighted 
by his attendance at the World Convention 
of the Churches of Christ in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. 


Howdy, 
pardner'! 


Got a hankering for a weekly magazine for junior and senior highs? 
Then follow the VISION trail! It’s especially planned to expand their 


interest in the church and its work. 


Many dudes read it to ketch up on its news and picture stories of 
Chi Rho and CYF groups and camps and conferences. They Savvy 
its 16 pages featuring worthwhile and absorbing fiction and articles. 
They know it ropes in the tops in discussions, party and fun sugges- 
tions, Pen Pal Club news, cartoons, puzzles, and Bible Meditations. 


This journal bears the brand of their brotherhood publishing house, 
the Christian Board of Publication. At round-up time or any leisure 
time, why don't you too become bridle-wise with VISION? 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Summer Slump 


by Celia Hamilton 


A New Church School Plan 
For Adult Classes Big Hit 


LONG with most church schools, 


ours in Temple City, Calif., 
Christian Church always. experi- 
enced a summer slump. Various 


methods had been tried with only 
mild success. We were wary of 
contest ideas, since the usual goal 
is only numbers. 


Our education department was 
searching for a plan that would 
bring a togetherness for all our 
church families; bring a_ spiritual 
blessing, and in doing these two 
things, result in an increased sum- 
mer attendance. 

A plan was chosen. It was so 
successful, we are anxious to share 
it with church schools who are 
planning toward 1961. To begin 
with, it wasn’t easy! It took prep- 
aration, planning, prayer and perse- 
verance. 

Here was the plan. At 9:30 a.m. 
all classes from the kindergarten 
up, met in the fellowship hall. Even 
kindergarten children met with the 
group for the first three Sundays— 
as we felt those episodes would be 
meaningful for them. 


From 9:30 to 10 each Sunday 
morning, a period in Christ’s life 
was shown in colored motion pic- 
tures. The series began with proph- 
ecy of Christ’s birth and ended in 
episode 12 with the ascension. 

Then the adults split up into ten 
study groups. The youth and chil- 
dren went to their regular depart- 
ments, where follow-up _ study, 
handwork and discussion took place. 


The study group leaders were 
chosen from the lay folk, that is 
none were regular teachers.  Be- 
sides the leader, each group had a 
secretary, who recorded attendance, 
took the offering and passed the 
mimeographed study sheets for the 
following week. On each study 
sheet were suggested study ques- 
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tions, Bible references and a devo- 
tional thought or hymn—all deal- 
ing with the episode they were to 
study in the life of Christ series. 


The cost of the films plus the 
necessary portfolios for each group 
leader and other printed materials 
came to two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. Could we make that? We 
did. 

The aims of the picture study 
program were fully accomplished. 
Families enjoyed being together. 
They studied and read together dur- 
ing the week, too, even on vaca- 
tions. The spiritual life of the 
whole church was deepened. We 
really beat the summer slump! 


The program resulted in a church 
school attendance that was doubled 
over the previous year. Not only 
that, but also the offerings were 
doubled and four adult classes were 
conducted instead of the usual two. 
But one of the most helpful aspects 
of the program was the enlistment 
of leaders who had not been teach- 
ing to take over classes and depart- 
ments for the three-month period. 


We owe much to the untiring 
efforts, the spiritual leadership and 
the faith and assurance of our pas- 
tor, Dennis Savage, and Mrs. Ray 
Moser, director of religious educa- 
tion. 

There was such a demand for the 
same this past summer that it was 
used again and with the same 
measure of success. This time a 
film on the life of the Apostle Paul 
was used. 

One of the results of the program 
is the continuance of the four adult 
study groups throughout the year. 
Adults choose their course at the 
beginning of each quarter. The uni- 
form lessons are offered each quar- 
ter also. No one wants to go back 
to the adult age groupings. 


Lonnie Hass and Karl 
Croel to United Society 


INDIANAPOLIS, INpD.—Lonnie H. 
Hass and Karl H. Croel have been 
called to new duties with the De- 
partment of Church Development of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 

Mr. Hass, who has been director 
of Town and Country department 
of the Association of Christian 
Churches in this state, became, on 
Sept. 1, a national director in 
church planning and development 
with special emphasis on the Town 
and Country Church. 


Mr. Croel, who is pastor of First 
Christian Church, Lansing, Mich., 
will become executive director of 
local church life section of the de- 
partment. He will begin his work 
Nov. 1, succeeding Samuel F. Pugh, 
editor-elect of World Call, monthly 
Christian Church magazine. 


The position to which Mr. Hass 
moved resulted from the resig- 
nation of Hermon Burke and the 
shifting of assignments in the de- 
partment. Dale W. Medearis, who 
has been director of Town and 
Country Church, will temporarily 
assume the New Church (or Church 
Establishment) portfolio as well as 
the duties as assistant executive 
secretary of the department. Mr. 
Burke has been director of new 
churches (Church Establishment). 

Mr. Hass received the A.B. degree 
at Johnson Bible College and the 
M.A. at Christian Theological Semi- 
nary. In the period of 1932 to 1936 
he served three town and country 
churches in Illinois and Indiana, de- 
veloping two (Bruceville and Plain- 
ville, Ind.) into a pastoral unity. 

From 1936 to 1944 he was pastor 
at Oaktown, Ind., and from 1946 to 
1950 at Bethany Christian, Evans- 
ville, Ind. In 1945 he spent a year 
as a chaplain in the U.S. Army. 
From 1950 to the present Mr. Hass 
has been director of town and coun- 
try churches in Indiana. During the 
past year he has been acting gen- 
eral secretary of the Indiana 
churches. 

Mr. Croel received the A.B. degree 
at Drake University and the B.D. 
degree at The College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky. 

From 1947 to 1951 he was a lum- 
ber salesman and became inspired 
through the Christian Men’s Fellow- 
ship to enter the ministry. He 
served the Carlisle Christian Church 
in Carlisle, Iowa, in 1952. From 
1952 to 1955 he worked with the 
Mondamin Avenue Christian Church 
in Des Moines. He led this church 
in a relocation move. The name 
of the church was changed to Glen 
Echo Christian Church. 
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Choose Your Own Orphan 


SPONSOR ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES 
FOR ONLY $8.00 A MONTH 
















You may select your own child from the pictures here- 
in and become a sponsor of one of these dear Korean 
orphan children. (You may ask a friend to be co- 
sponsor with you—$4 each.) Each child has a heart- 
breaking story. For instance, number 1-E Kim Soon 
Han was born March 25, 1948. His father, a farmer, 
was conscripted as a laborer at the front lines during 
the Korean War and was killed in 1951. Later his 
mother was bombed to death! 


Soon Han had no choice but to beg 
for food and rags of clothing, 
sleep under bridges, in R.R. sta- 
tions or under the stars. How, 
while suffering indescribably from 
hunger, exposure and loneliness, 
this child managed to stay alive 
for years, no one will ever know. 


RESCUED FROM DESPAIR 


Now he is cared for in our New Life Christian Orphan- 
age near Masan City, which is in desperate need of 
many new sponsors. Each child is waiting to have an 
American or Canadian ‘“‘Daddy and Mommie"! For only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or your Sunday School, Bible 
Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., will help bring Christ to your 
chosen boy or girl and train him to be a Christian leader in Korea. This 
$8 provides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition which is 
not free in Korea. 









The ESEA is caring for over 5000 orphans, children of lepers and 
war widows. Over 6 million meals are served each year. Many 


c more children are in desperate need, homeless, ragged and hun- 

0 gry. Help us expand our 65 Homes. Each one is a real Christian 

od institution. All Staff and Board members are earnest Bible- 

x believing Christians. Korea's severe winter will soon be on. 

y. Will you help us so that we may take many more children off 

:S the streets and into our Homes? God will bless you if you will. 

so Write or phone NOW! 

1e 

a= THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC., 

1a 4848 North Leonard Drive Chicago 31, Illinois 

ee eee naam CUP AND MAL TODAY mena a 
D. CO YES, | want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number .............. If this child has 
le, already been “‘adopted,’’ | agree to support another whom you will select. With God’s help | will send $8 


r 
| 

| a month to your office. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address and story. | understand | 
| palnieeane” long as | wish. Enclosed is support for (] first month, [) full year. SEND FULL 
C) | cannot ‘‘adopt’’ a child, but want to help by giving $ 
| ( Please send me further information. 
! 

| 

| 

| 

| 

! 


MRED CCHANS CECA aKa Adis Heeeeesceseendaaniwawaeceane SP wcseus SE ch deb candensdecons 
Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


Dept. CT-9 4848 North Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Illinois Phone: Gladstone 6-6181 


{ 

! 

| 

| 

| 

THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. Corporation | 
! 

al 
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McAllister Religion Chairman; 
Sandercox Admissions Director 


Bethany Appointments 


BETHANY, W. VA.—Lester G. Mc- 
Allister has been named chairman 
of the department of religion at 
Bethany College, and Robert A. 
Sandercox has been named director 
of admissions in addition to his 
other duties as director of alumni 
relations. 

The appointments became effec- 
tive Sept. 1. 

Osborne Booth, head of the de- 
partment of religion at Bethany, 
will continue as professor of reli- 
gion. He had asked to be relieved 
of his administrative duties, so that 
in addition to his teaching he could 
devote more time to research and 
writing. 

Dr. McAllister, who came to the 
Bethany faculty seven years ago, 
has served as provost and professor 
of religion since 1955. Previously, 
he was dean of students. 

During the past six months, Dr. 
McAllister has been on a sabbatical 
leave. He was visiting professor at 
Overdale College, Selly Oak, Bir- 
mingham, England. During week- 
ends, he also traveled among and 
counseled with British Churches of 
Christ (Disciples). 

Dr. McAllister received the B.A. 
degree at Transylvania College, the 
B.D. at The College of the Bible, 
both at Lexington, Ky., and the 
ThD. from the Pacific School of Re- 
ligion, Berkeley, Calif. He was na- 
tional director of youth work of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, in 1944-1950; has served pas- 
torates in Kentucky and California. 

Sandercox became assistant pro- 
vost of Bethany College on June 
15, 2957. 

Sandercox received the B.A. de- 
gree at Bethany in 1954 and the 
B.D. degree at Yale University in 
1957. He formerly was associate 
minister of Park Avenue Christian 
Church, New York City, and was 
minister of the Christian Church at 
Smithfield, Ohio. 

Dr. Booth is in his 3lst year as 
professor of religion at Bethany. 
He is the author of the new book, 
The Chosen People. 

Dr. Booth traveled six months in 
Europe during 1959. He has made 
a number of trips to Europe, to 
North Africa, to Panama, and to 
areas adjacent to Central America. 
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Completes Payment 





A CHECK FOR $1,790 is presented 
by O. P. Gill, representing Bethany 
Christian Church, Houston, Tex., to 
Lee Pierce, director of church rela- 
tion at Texas Christian University, 


Fort Worth. The money was the 
final payment on a $30,000 pledge 
made by Bethany Church toward 
the cost of the recent remodeling of 
the Mary Couts Burnett library. 


TCU Research Projects 


FortT WortH—Research projects 
ranging from a study of the effi- 
ciency and morale of military and 
civilian personnel who man _ the 
desolate Arctic radar sites to an in- 
vestigation of the virulence of a 
cholera virus are being conducted 
by faculty members at Texas Chris- 
tian University. 

Among the’ sponsored 
projects new this year are: 

A $45,080 grant from the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Wel- 
fare to study inductive concept for- 
mation in normal and retarded sub- 
jects; 

A $15,620 grant from the Public 
Health Service to study the viru- 
lence of Vibrio cholerae, using 
chicken embryos as the experimen- 
tal animals; 

A $20,000 grant from the Welch 
Foundation in Houston to study the 
existence of divalent carbon inter- 
mediates in certain compounds and 
reactions; and a_ second $20,000 
Welch Foundation grant for re- 
search into the surface properties 
of semi-conductors; 

A U. S. Air Force grant of $41,986 
involving research into the effects 
of such factors as isolation, work 
schedules, living conditions and 
length of duty on the efficiency and 
morale of military and civilian per- 
sonnel who man the Airways Com- 
munications and Warning Sites in 
the Arctic areas. 


research 





Over 800 Attend Youth 
Convention at Phillips 


ENnmD, OKLA—More than _ 800 
Christian Church young people met 
with their state leaders on the 
campus here at Phillips University 
Aug. 4-6 for their annual Okla- 
homa Christian Youth Fellowship 
convention. 


Adult leadership for the youth 
convention was under the direction 
of Kenneth Compton, Oklahoma 
City, associate director for Christian 
education for the Oklahoma Chris- 
tian Churches. 


Featured convention speaker was 
Tommie M. Bouchard, Mineral 
Wells, Texas, minister, and past 
state youth director in Texas and 
former executive secretary of the 
Christian Churches, education de- 
partment, state of Kentucky. 


Mrs. Rosa Page Welch was soloist 
and chorister for the convention. 


Three religious dramas were pre- 
sented by youth of the convention 
under the direction of Royce Makin, 
from the staff of the First Christian 
Church, Oklahoma City. 


In their seven-year history of 
youth conventions, this was the first 
one to be held on the Phillips Uni- 
versity campus, and the attendance 
response so exceeded expectations 
that it was voted to return to the 
Enid campus next summer. 


Honorary Alumnus 





WILBUR H. CRAMBLET, who was 
graduated from Bethany College in 
1910, talks with a new Bethany 
honorary alumnus, Eleanor Steber, 
Metropolitan Opera star, who re- 
cently received the honorary degree 
of doctor of music from the college. 
They stand in front of the former 
library building which is now being 
remodeled for an administration 
building and will be named Cram- 
blet Hall. 
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Brotherhood News 
Library “Birthday” 


DALLAS, TEXAS—A unique birth- 
day was observed by Lakeview 
Christian Church here during a fel- 
lowship dinner occasion last Novem- 
ber. 

It was the observance of the 
“birthday” of the church library as 


phasis. 

The story of the library was pre- 
sented in a tableau form, beginning 
with a scene showing an enlarged 
“Book of Books” which was opened 
to reveal behind it a succession of 
persons presented to encourage read- 
ing of books in the church library. 

Within a picture-frame arrange- 
ment various persons representing 





were’ introduced. Attention was 
called to such books as The Fool of 
God, David Copperfield, Faith for 
These Troubled Times, Cradle of 
Our Faith, Bible Stories etc. The 
birthday was also observed through 
displays of library material and 
literature. 


Kenneth N. Hay, pastor, believes 
that the event was one of the most 





a Christian Literature Week em- 





LAKEVIEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH in Dallas, Texas, believes in giving special 


emphasis to Christian Literature Week. 


introduced (right). 


characters within the various books 


Last year they observed the 
“birthday” of the church library at a special fellowship dinner. The tableau 
began with the unveiling of this display “A Book of Books From Your 
Church Library” (left) and’ proceeded as various book characters were 


successful of its type—from the 
standpoint of both interest and 
participation. 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends o 
your organization. Samples FREE to 

SANGAMON MILLS 


Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 


FRESH PECAN HALVES 


South's Oldest Shipper 
Organizations Make money Selling our Pound Bags 


JUMBO HALVES and PIECES. Season Starts 
First Week of November. We prepay Shipments. 
You Pay us when Sold. Write for Details. 


Sullivan Pecan Company, Crestview, Fla. 





basalt as a FAMILY BOOKSHELF oiaial aie 


Parents—provide a bookshelf filled with wisdom in the 
Christian tradition to guide your children during their 
important maturing years. Give them an early start 
toward a sensitive understanding of world-minded Chris- 
tianity. Books as constant companions stimulate and mold 
strong Christian character. Join the Christian Family 
Bookshelf Plan . . . find help to apply the forces of your 
faith for spiritual growth and enlightenment; to raise the 
level of life now and in the future. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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The Christian Literature Commission is sponsoring a plan 
to encourage Christian parents in choosing their home 
bookshelf. Every three. months the Commission will sug- 
gest a family bookshelf that will cost you no more than 
$12.95. The list price of such a shelf will be approximately 
$15.00. If you prefer to make your own selection, you 
may choose books amounting to $15.00. These will be 
sent to you for only $12.95. If your choice of books 
should exceed $15.00 these will cost you 10 per cent less 
than list price. 


Our gift to you An 18” expanding bookshelf in gleam- 
ing brass keyed to both traditional and modern decor. 
Sent without charge on your first order for $15.00 
worth of books. Your order will qualify you as a mem- 
ber of the Christian Family Bookshelf. 


Basic Bookshelf #1 


10D163 Dummelow’s Bible Commentary $5.00 
10H118 Harper’s Bible Dictionary (Plain) 7.95 
10C625 Cruden’s Concordance (Abridged) 1.95 


List Price 14.90 
Family Bookshelf Price 12.90 


Choose your own family bookshelf from among these 

texts: 

Children: 

Tell Me About God, Mary Alice Jones, 10T151, $2.50 

Tell Me About Jesus, Mary Alice Jones, 10T152, $2.50 

Youth: 

Youth Deserves to Know, G. Curtis Jones, 10Y207, $2.95 
bThe 7 Teen Years, Alberta Z. Brown, 10S173, $1.75 

General: 


SV Bibles, 35A210, $6.50; 35A112, $3.25 
now Your Faith, Ferré, 10K165, $2.50 


>This is a Bethany Press book. 
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by William T. Pearcy 








Your Building Questions Answered 


QUESTION: Our church boasts a 
sizable and well-established congre- 
gation of reasonable financial 
means. Many of our group would 
like to start a new church but have 
been cautioned by others to “wait 
until the time is right.” Just when 
should we start a new church? 


ANSWER: Let us say you are in 
Odessa, Texas, next Sunday. Less 
than 3 years ago, there would have 
been only one Christian church 
which you could attend. Now there 
are two—First Christian, the mother 
church, and Bethany, the new one. 
Why is this true? 

Odessa is a growing city. There 
was a rapidly developing area where 
some of the members of First Church 
lived. There was a real desire on 
the part of Wilbur Mindel, the min- 
ister, as well as some of his peo- 
ple, that a new church be started. 
An adequate site could be obtained. 
While these four elements are not 
the only factors, they are essential, 
if a new church is to prosper as it 
should. Once they are recognized, 
a new church is on the way to be- 
ing born. 


Financing has not been mentioned. 
While it usually takes substantial 
sums of money for program, site 
and first unit, this problem is al- 
ways solved in one way or another. 
After all, we are seeking to estab- 
lish His Church upon earth and if 
we do the very best we can He 
will see us through. 


New churches are started in many 
ways. But in the present considera- 
tion we are thinking of one church 
sponsoring another. However, where 
this is done, there should be the 
closest cooperation with  brother- 
hood new church planning agencies, 
area, state and national. All are 
anxious to assist. 


There is no perfect time. Now 
may be a very good one for you. Is 
your community growing? Is there 
a logical area in which to locate? 
Is there a group of your people who 


Mr. Pearcy is president of the 
Board of Church Extension. 
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will dedicate themselves to such a 
challenge? Do you really want to 
start a new church? If the answer 
is “tyes,” whether your membership 
is large or small, you can have this 
joy. And the more you give to it, 
the more you will receive. Wide 
experience indicates that within two 
years any “loss” sustained in mem- 
bers or income will be more than 
made up. 

During the Decade of Decision, 
hundreds of new congregations will 
be born. Many of them will be 
sponsored by a mother church. Per- 
haps yours is one that ought to 
consider such an opportunity. It 
may well prove to be one of the 
richest and most rewarding experi- 
ences you have ever had. 





These reviews of current motion 
pictures have been provided by the 
Protestant Motion Picture Council, 
in cooperation with the Broadcast- 
ing and Film Commission and 
United Church Women of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S. A. 


When Comedy Was King 
(20th Century-Fox) 


This is a rather unique produc- 
tion, a documentary of silent com- 
edy films from 1914 to 1929, nostalgic 
to those who saw them and should 
be interesting to those who did not, 
if only as a part of the history of 
filmmaking. Well arranged, show- 
ing segments, clips, and whole short 





subjects. The narration and music 
track are well done. 


The audience is put in proper 
frame of reception by being brought 
into an old-time theatre with piano 
playing or orchestral accompani- 
ment. There is a preponderance of 
slapstick which becomes wearisome 
after a while. All the favorites of 
the period are on view: Chaplin’s 
light comedy touch, Buster Keaton 
in his soft, touching humor, Mabel 
Normand’s’ spoofing, Laurel and 
Hardy, Ben Turpin and many others. 


The Story of Ruth 


This greatly elaborated 20th 
Century-Fox presentation of the 
simple Bible story of the Book of 
Ruth transforms it into a melodrama. 

The background of the idolatrous 
religion of the Moabites is person- 
ified in the cult of the god of Chem- 
osh, placing Ruth as a child among 
those destined for human sacrifice. 
When her time comes, a strange 
happening saves her life from the 
ordeal and she is put under the 
tutelage of a high priestess to be 
fitted for that office. 

After some years of training, she 
must prepare a girl child for the 
coveted honor of immolation. It 
is then that she meets the family 
of Elimelech, the Judean father of 
Mahlon and Chillion and whose wife 
Naomi is eventually the guiding 
factor in Ruth’s life. Dramatic 
events hasten the transformation of 
Ruth from a Moabite priestess dedi- 
cated to a heathen god to a believer 
in the invisible true God of the 
Judeans. 

After a tender and heroic romance 
with Mahlon, their marriage before 
his death, comes her decision to 
make her way to Judea with Naomi. 
This is where the narrative becomes 
substantially the story told so 
beautifully in the Bible—a story of 
renunciation, faith, courage, fidelity 
and eventual blessing. 

The final claiming of Ruth by 
Boaz the kinsman is preceded by the 
observance of the Levirate Law by 
another relative who is forced to 
relinquish his own claim on her. 
The judicial procedures which must 
be respected are shown in interest- 
ing detail. 

The Bible chronicle is enlarged 
for visual purposes but the char- 
acterizations are impressive, espe- 
cially that of Naomi. Ruth is 
portrayed as the kind, virtuous 
young woman she is meant to be. 
Boaz is the strong, enterprising 
man and there are many others who 
fit well in the plot. 

The musical background is ap- 
propriate and artistic values are 
commendable. 
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CTOBER is always recognized 

as Church Loyalty Month but 
Church Loyalty Month, 1960, will 
not be centered around the usual 
emphases. Instead of urging its 
members to fulfill their obligations 
to the church, each local congrega- 
tion will look for ways to serve the 
people. 

The packet of materials that went 
out to all Christian (Disciples of 
Christ) Churches carries a series of 
suggestions and a number of in- 
dividual pieces all based on the 
ministry of the church to its mem- 
bers, friends and neighbors. 

The theme, Your Church at Your 
Service, appears on the bulletin 
board poster over the following re- 
minder: 


“This church would like to serve 
you if you are ill, if you are 
lonely or bereaved, if you are in 
trouble, if you have problems, if 
you have doubts, if you wish to 
participate in worship, discussion, 





Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


—SWEETER EACH YEAR 
(Continued from page 15.) 


his chance to be useful again. 
“How about it, Mr. Marlow? 
us a big favor.” 


Fred smiled, knowing that there were no favors 
in the advertising game. But he felt a warm glow 
because he was needed, had found a niche in the 


You'll be doing 


TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Church Loyalty Month—1960 


recreation, service activities, giv- 
ing, self-evaluation, growing— 
call your pastor or the church 
Office.” 


The same theme is carried in an- 
other piece from the packet under 
the title, “Helping Your Minister 
Help You.” This attractive bro- 
chure, which tells the member un- 
der which circumstance to call his 
minister, should be widely distributed 
in every congregation. 

An article for the church news- 
letter continues in the same vein: 


“Let us help you by being avail- 
able when you have a problem, 
by referring your special need 
to one of our Christian homes or 
to a social agency, by furnishing 
a place of worship for the whole 
family, by serving communion in 
your home, by keeping the church 
library open, by providing op- 
portunities to examine your be- 
liefs, restate your faith and give 
evidence of your sincerity.” 


The Local Church Life Committee, 
the group responsible for the prep- 
aration of the packet has taken 
a long step in advance in present- 


ing through this year’s Church 
Loyalty Month materials the idea 
of the church ministering with real 
awareness and concern to all of its 
constituency. For too long we have 
emphasized the duties of the peo- 
ple to attend, to serve and to give, 
and have forgotten that the church, 
Jesus Christ himself in one sense of 
the word, knows that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

This year’s loyalty month packet, 
in carrying out the theme, Your 
Church at Your Service, offers a 
double postal card which can go 
out from the church office request- 
ing that each church family check 
its special need and return the card 
to the church. The church that 
dares to use that card will find 
new meaning in serving as a church. 

An assignment-and-report form 
for elders to use in serving com- 
munion Sunday (October 2, 1960) is 
a guidance sheet that could well be 
ordered in quantity and _ used 
throughout the year. It offers in- 
structions for serving the Lord’s 
Supper, scripture and materials to 
use and lines on which the chair- 
man can list the names and ad- 
dresses of those on whom calls are 
to be made. 

Churches having mislaid the 
sample packet or wishing an extra 
one may write to the Department 
of Church Development, 222 South 
Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, In- 
diana. It should be remembered 
however that orders should go to 
Christian Board of Publication, 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 


world of young people. 


“Td be glad to help you out,” he replied. 
Vines folded the poster and walked off toward 


a big black sedan. Fred was glad that he would 


have a chance to meet new people. 


Important 


people, maybe. If things went well, he might even 


em chal Congregations 


A Code of Ethics, a stimulating and practical basis for study and 
action, is now ready for use in every local congregation. It is 
authorized by the Local Church Life Committee of the Home and 
State Missions Planning Council. 
deliberation of the attitudes and practices of the congregation 
and application of its various sections, based on New Testament 
principles, to each congregation’s own needs. Manual, 93A729, 
70 cents per dozen; $5.00 per hundred. Certificate, 17” x 22”, 
suitable for framing, 93730, $1.00. 


The Code offers a plan for 


find a way to help out his son Wesley. Humming 
softly, Fred glanced up and saw the first twilight 
stars winking above the stadium wall. 





Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Christian Social Ethics 


Foundations of the Responsible 
Society. By Walter G. Muelder. 
Abingdon Press. 304 pages. $6. 


The idea of the responsible soci- 
ety has become the major theme 
in the social ethics of the ecumeni- 
cal movement. In this book, Wal- 
ter G. Muelder, dean and professor 
of social ethics at Boston Univer- 
sity School of Theology, surveys the 
ethical foundations of the respon- 
sible society. 

His purpose is “to deal synopti- 
cally and comprehensively with the 
basic institutions of mankind, with 
law, the state, economic life, work 
and vocation, management, agri- 
cultural policy, the family, con- 
sumption, the welfare state and the 
world community” (p. 7). He does 
this very well but admits that he 
had to leave out a few topics. 


Comparison with other books in 
the field reveals that systematic 
discussion of the following prob- 
lems of our day are left to others: 
race, health, crime, education, the 
church as such and the local com- 
munity. 

Muelder’s main contribution in 
this extended application of the 
idea of the responsible society is to 
sort out clearly the moral issues 
involved in the problems of our 
rapidly changing national and world 
society. 

In doing this, he is very careful 
to show the technical and organi- 
zational matrices in which a mod- 
ern Christian has to bring to bear 
his ethical purposes and responsi- 
bilities. 

For example, his conclusions re- 
garding “Christian Criticisms of the 
Welfare State” are: (1) “Welfare is 
not the exclusive province of the 
state but is everybody’s business to 
build up personality and provide the 
proper conditions for its  fulfill- 
ment”; (2) it must include freedom, 
respect for persons, and “Christian 
understanding of the fact they are 
members—one of another”; (3) it 
should recognize the role of the 
family and voluntary associations; 
(4) it requires that “monopoly of 
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power .. . be repudiated” by the 
state; (5) it must challenge rigid 
lines of class division; (6) it must 
provide better education; (7) it 
should consider the problem of the 
effect of welfare service on the in- 
dividual; and (8) it must recognize 
that “welfare is not only a national 


but an _ international obligation” 
(pp. 157-161). 
Persons interested in theology 


and philosophy will miss a theoreti- 
cal analysis of Christian ethics, of 
philosophical ethics, and of their 
inter-relationships. But Muelder 
recognizes this and in his “Intro- 
duction” promises a subsequent vol- 
ume in which he hopes “to deal ex- 
tensively with the relation of Christ 
to the moral law showing that the- 
ology and philosophy are _ supple- 
mentary disciplines when confront- 
ing the problems of social respon- 
sibility” (p. 8). 

We are all indebted to Dean 
Muelder for his excellent spelling 
out, from a Christian point of view, 
the moral and social issues involved 
in the problems that our society 
faces today. We shall be anxious 
to read his second book showing the 
theological and philosophical foun- 
dations of the position taken in this 
first book.—LeEwis S. C. SMYTHE. 


Marriage 


Marriage: East and West. By 
David and Vera Mace. Doubleday 
and Company. 360 pages. $4.50. 


Perhaps no book on marriage in 
recent years has met a more urgent 
need than this one by David and 
Vera Mace. With the mingling of 
East and West in the modern world 
the time was overdue for a study 
and evaluation of marriage and 
home life of the peoples in these 
lands that until recently have known 
so little of each other. 

The fact that husband and wife 
studied and worked together in pro- 
ducing this book gives it strength 
and completeness. With diligent and 
wide research they combine ability, 
keen insight and objective inter- 
pretation. A warm and abiding ap- 
preciation of the peoples of both 


East and West gives to their work 
a genuine note of sincerity. 

As part of their research they 
spent considerable time in _ studies 
of home conditions in the East. 
This brought them into intimate 
contact with marriage relationships 
in Asia, making it possible for them 
to write from first-hand experi- 
ences. 

The authors interpret in a remark- 
able way how the role of marriage 
in many of its underlying motiva- 
tions is similar in East and West, 
and yet how in the intimate rela- 
tions within marriage and the home 
there are essential differences. 
These similarities and differences are 
pointed out in a way that will both 
delight and stimulate the reader. 

As the authors trace the ever- 
changing social conditions in the 
East and the West they indicate 
some of the ways that both can 
learn from each other. To all 
persons who are giving guidance 
to home and family life in either 
East or West this book presents a 
challenge to careful study as to 
what is happening to marriage in 
these lands. 

The immensity of the _ subject 
made it hard at times to follow 
in full the meaning of every detail 
of the authors’ interpretation. Yet 
the essential likenesses and con- 
trasts in marriage and home life are 
clear. 

This is a book with which leaders 
in family life will certainly want 
to become acquainted. Too, it is a 
book that should be included among 
the volumes of all public, high 
school, college, university and sem- 
inary libraries—J. DEXTER MONT- 
GOMERY. 


UNQUOTE ... 
“Some of today’s movies should 
be pitied rather than censored.” 
—ANNA HERBERT 


“He that falls in love with him- 
self will have no rivals.” 


—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
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Brotherhood News 


Africa in Ferment 
by Basil Holt 


(The following news report from 
South Africa was received before 
the crisis in the Congo exploded 
several weeks ago. We are publish- 
ing it here because it would seem 
to be of interest to many of our 
readers.) 


CaPETOWN—The 13th biennial 
meeting of the Christian Council of 
South Africa was held here in the 
Metropolitan Hall of the Methodist 
Church. 


Delegates representing 30 different 
churches, missionary societies and 
other religious organizations as- 
sembled. 


ical approch to the problem of evan- 
gelism—cooperative evangelism 
rather than competitive by individual 
denominations. 

The Christian Council elected 
several new members to its exec- 
utive, including Dr. Joost de Blank, 
the Archbishop of Capetown, and 
myself. Basil M. Brown of the Con- 
gregational Union of South Africa 
is president for the next two years 
and A. W. Blaxall, whom some of 
our people have met at ecumenical 





conferences in Willingen, 
and Salonika is secretary. 


South Africa is in a ferment, a 
part of that fermentation that exists 
among peoples of the continent 
from the Cape to the Mediterranean. 


The words of Shakespeare are 
most applicable: “The tide is up 
and all is on the hazard.” But the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth and 
it behooves us to seek his will and 
to do it. Brethren everywhere, pray 
for us. 


Ibadan 


CHURCH EDUCATION 
FOR TOMORROW 


By WEsNER FALLAw. Every Protestant who is 
sincerely concerned over the problem of reli- 


The state of emergency in South 
Africa as a result of the Sharpe- 
ville and Langa riots at the end of 
March were discussed. 


The knowledge that 1700 people 
were detained in prison because of 
allegedly causing unrest, together 
with the knowledge that at least 
seven people had been killed and 
untold numbers’ injured, while 
thousands of members of dependent 
families were in dire need, over- 
shadowed our meetings with a deep 
sense of solemnity and tragedy. 


A delegate who comes from a 
predominately African community 
—Sharpeville, where the rioting was 
most severe in its consequences— 
stated that over 600 persons were 
being given relief at an expenditure 
of about $900 per week. In relation 
to the continuing proclaimed state 
of emergency the Christian Council 
issued a plea for an end to the 
emergency and hearings to investi- 
gate conditions. 


The Council also felt that it could 
best help in a positive way by in- 
itiating and carrying on a vigorous 
program of evangelism. I was ap- 
pointed as the new convenor of the 
evangelism section for the next two 
years and was asked to give careful 
attention to this matter. 


The Christian Council is inter- 
racial in its composition and one 
of the African delegates, G. Seti- 
loane, emphasized the need less for 
the old evangelism for the heathen 
(the unreached) as for an intens- 
ification of the gospel among those 
already reached. He had in mind 
especially the application of Chris- 
tian principles to face the necessity 
of revitalizing the hordes of merely 


nominal church members, both 
white and black, throughout the 
country. 


Dr. Gordon Mears, a former gov- 
ernment official, urged an ecumen- 
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gious illiteracy will welcome Dr. Fallaw’s 
fresh, drastic and prophetic recommendations 
for local churches and the training of their 
leaders. $3.75 


EFFICIENT CHURCH 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


By Joun C. Bramer, Jr. Based on his own 
successful banking and business management 
practices, Mr. Bramer has developed a set of 
procedures for the handling of church business 
and finance. His charts, diagrams and sample 
forms will be invaluable aids to administrators 
of churches large and small. $3.50 


AGENTS OF 
RECONCILIATION 


By ARNOLD B. Come. The first book to present, 
in terms the layman can readily grasp, the 
growing need for developing a heightened sense 
of responsibility, in both clergy and laity, for 
returning the Christian Church to its real pur- 
pose of serving instead of being served. $3.95 


BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 
FOR MODERN PREACHING 


By CHartes W. F. Situ. An analysis of what 
is wrong with worship and preaching today, 
and how the conflict between traditional preach- 
ing and the modern scientific attitude toward 
all knowledge can be resolved. $3.50 


THE BATTLE FOR THE SOUL 
Aspects of Religious Conversion 


By Owen Branpbon. The psychological phe- 
nomenon of religious conversion, opportunities 
for bringing it about, and the problems created 
by it, are discussed by an experienced pastor, 
and teacher of theology and the psychology of 
religion. 


Paper, $1.25 
Now at your bookstore 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





Opposes Church in Business 


Editor, The Christian: 


The church of the Almighty God 
is not a profit-making organization. 
If this statement is true, it is time 
we stopped acting like a_profit- 
making firm. 

There are at least two reasons 
why we should not engage our 
church in projects which render 
profits. The first reason has to do 
with fairness while the second deals 
with the nature of the church. 

First, we are always ready and 
glad to reap the rewards of our 
recognition as a non-profit organi- 
zation. A restaurant, a bakery and 
a card shop must, in addition to 
paying property and income tax, 
buy a license for the privilege of 
selling its wares. But a church 
can have turkey suppers, barbecue 
dinners, bake sales and Christmas 
card sales without paying a penny 
for the privilege of doing so. 

The second consideration is with 
regard to the nature of the church 
itself. The early church, as we 
know it, did not engage in profit- 
making projects to finance its en- 
deavors. It was kept alive by the 
personal contributions of the Chris- 
tian community. Moreover, the 
church is an agent of God which 
seeks to carry on the mission of 
proclamation which Christ began 
and for which he died. There is 
no record that he ever engaged in 
business to finance his work... . 

One of the supreme characteris- 
tics of the church is that it seeks 
to fill the needs of its people. One 
of the ways by which it may fill 
these needs is to provide the oppor- 
tunity for personal growth through 
the act of Christian giving. When 
this is denied or when it is over- 
shadowed by the income from din- 
ners, etc., the church has done an 
injustice to its people. 

Often these projects are done un- 
der the guise of providing fellow- 
ship to those participating. If the 
group really wants fellowship let it 
meet to mend broken toys for un- 
derprivileged children or prepare 
clothing for overseas relief, or some 
such worthy project. 

Be it large or small, a church 
should operate within its scope of 
sacrificial giving. When this is 
done, nothing really important will 
go lacking—Morcan C. MCKINNEY, 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
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—Alexander Campbell 


Subtle 
Editor, The Christian: 


In the June 26 issue of The 
Christian, I feel obliged to point 
out what must be a typographical 
error in the article by Orville Holt. 
I note that in the closing paragraph 
of the article he summarizes by 


saying “these are ‘leading’ ques- 
tions. . . .” I feel that after re- 
reading the article, this surely 


should have said “loaded questions.” 
—JOHN GREENLEE, Oklandon, Ind. 


EpiTor’s COMMENT: Somebody is 
being subtle, but I’m not quite sure 
which one it is. 


“Faith” Helpful 
Editor, The Christian: 


Will the series “A Faith to Live 
By” ever be published in tract or 
book form? There have been so 
many helpful ones. 

Would like to see the one by 
Frank See (The Christian Evange- 
list-Front Rank, June 28, 1959) 
published for distribution to youth 
and adults. I have read it again 
and again.—G. M. OLMSTEAD, St. 
Paul, Minn. 


EpiTor’s COMMENT: No plans are 
under way. Is anyone else inter- 
ested? 


Name the Church 
Editor, The Christian: 


In your issue of June 5 I find an 
article by L. E. Fooks in which he 
discusses the naming of the church. 

It strikes me that he is not doing 
very clear thinking. The church 
doesn’t have any name and it 
should not have. You can’t find a 
Methodist, Presbyterian nor a Bap- 
tist church in the scripture any- 
where; you can’t find a Christian 
church there; there is no such 
thing; it was just the church. He 
mentions several expressions as de- 
scriptive of the church and then 
cites Romans 16:16 as proof that 
the term Church of Christ is scrip- 
tural. I checked it and found, as 
always, that it is in the plural, 
Churches of Christ. How many 
churches ‘did Christ have? Just one, 
the church. It is used in the sense 
of the congregations of Christ. 
There was a church at Ephesus, a 
church at Thessalonica, a church at 
Corinth, etc. That is, there was a 


—— 


Letters ... 


congregation at Ephesus, and so on, 
but they were all, the church. 

I would suggest that Brother 
Fooks might give his congregation 
a name such as the Main Street 
congregation of, the Linwood Ave- 
nue congregation of, or the Berean 
congregation of, the church, and let 
it go at that. He might add, at 
Frederick, if he cared to.—vV. W. 
McCoy, Platte City, Mo. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Mr. Fooks’ 
point seems to have been that cus- 
tom would not permit him to leave 
the Church “nameless.” 


New Christian Magazine 
Editor, The Christian: 


May I take this opportunity to 
join my word of congratulations to 
the many already received for the 
fine work you are doing on The 
Christian? 

Here in Japan we also are devel- 
oping a vigorous new Christian 
magazine. This magazine, known 
by the stirring title, The Christ, ap- 
pears monthly. In seven months 
it has grown from 2,300 subscribers 
to more than 6,000. The most strik- 
ing aspect of this is that a reader 
survey indicates that almost 50 per 
cent of our readers are non-Chris- 


tians. This has led me to call the 
magazine, “Japan’s Most Effective 
Evangelist.” 


I showed the article in The Chris- 
tian of April 10, entitled, “As If the 
Day Had Dawned,” by Chaplain Ed- 
ward L. Kirtley, to the editor and 
asked if such an article would not 
make suitable material for The 
Christ. After reading it, he sug- 
gested that we begin to arrange for 
translation—HowarRpb F. HuFF, 
Tokyo, Japan. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Permission 
granted,and Godspeed to a new “ef- 
fective evangelist.” 


Camp Fire Girls 


Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you for your salute to the 
50th anniversary of the Camp Fire 
Girls. The GIRLS made a most at- 
tractive and appealing picture on 
the cover of the Aug. 14 issue. I 
mailed my copy of The Christian 
to the Atlanta office of Camp Fire 
Girls—Mrs. CHESTER E. MaArrTIN, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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STEEPLE TIME Meditations in 
Music Mrs. Wilmos Csehy, vi- 
braharp and Georgiana Bowen, 
cathedral chimes. These grand 
hymns were recorded for the 
utmost in clarity and pleasing 
harmony, with the finest equip- 
ment to insure outstanding 
tone quality for church tower 
amplification as well as home 
listening. 331 r.p.m, $3.85. 


GARDEN OF THE HEART, Ralph 
Carmichael Singers. The an- 
gelic quality of the ladies’ 
voices and the gently persua- 
sive timbre of the male voices 
are used to convey the tender 
warmth of these 12 beautiful 
selections: The Garden of My 
Heart; Wonderful, Wonderful 
Jesus; O for a Thousand 
Tongues; Overshadowed; 
Church in the Wildwood; The 
Peace that Jesus Gives; and 6 


BETH FARNAM, Soprano Solo- 
ist with Ralph Carmichael 
Orchestra. America’s ‘“‘First 
Lady of Sacred Song” brings 
a most pleasing concert of 13 
fine selections that will make 
this album the finest in your 
library of sacred records. Her 
rich resonant voice is projected 
from a heart and soul bent 
upon getting the message 
across in the most effective 


manner. Two L.P. records, 
33% r.p.m., $9.98. 


others. 3313 r.p.m., $4.98. 
LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT, Jesse Crawford. The ‘Poet 
of the Organ” offers a spiritual consolayjon which 
a bewildered humanity has always sought and 
which was never more needed than amid today’s 
“encircling gloom." These hymns that touch the 
heart and uplift the spirit, bring not only solace, 
but promise and assurance as well. A truly time- 


less collection for organ lovers. 3313 r.p.m., 
$3.98. 


MY LORD, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNIN’, Harry 

Belafonte and The Harry Belafonte Singers. This 

selection of spirituals covers a wide variety, rang- 

ing all the way from the delicate charm of Stars 

E Shinin’ to the hair-raising dramatic Were You There 

WALK When They Crucified My Lord, complimenting Harry 

aU : Belafonte’s great versatility as a singer of folk 

laaeliea : music and his innate sense of the dramatic value 
iD of a song. 3313 r.p.m., $3.98. 


LET ME WALK WITH THEE, The Laymen Singers with 
Ralph Carmichael. 13 outstanding selections 
brought by the nationally known Laymen Singers, 
under direction of Ralph Carmichael, guarantee 
quiet moments closer to God. This album was 
dedicated to Waldo Tucker, writer and producer of 
The Laymen’s Hour. 3313 r.p.m., $4.98. 


PAUL CARSON—PIPE ORGAN, Paul Carson plays 
popular classics on the Pipe Organ. His selections 
for this volume: Pilgrim's Song of Hope; One 
Sweetly Solemn Thought; Jesu, Joy of Man's De- 
siring; The Holy City; Cujus Animan; Finlandia; 
Ave Maria; Angel's Serenade; The Lost Chord. 
331 r.p.m., $4.98. 


THE HYMNAL, The Norman Luboff Choir. This 
world-famous choir brings you now their version 
of the greatest hymns of the church. With their 
perfect blending of voices, these beloved hymns 
become even more beautiful. Lyrics are printed on 
the back of the album for the listener to sing 
along. 331 r.p.m., $3.98. 











LET’S TALK IT OVER 


by F. E. Davison 


QUESTION: Is it customary in 
our denomination to serve com- 
munion to all church attenders 
whether they are church mem- 
bers or not? 


ANSWER: You may be lead- 
ing me into hot water with this 
question, but I can assure you 
that the water will not be any 
hotter than you will experience 
when you call our brotherhood 
a “denomination.” 

It is true that Mr. Webster 
says denomination means “name 
or appellation.” We do have 
a name, “Christian Church,” 
“Disciples .of Christ,’’ or 
“Church of Christ,’ but for 
some reason or other we have 
been very allergic to that word 
denomination. 

Your question is about serv- 
ing communion to those who 
are not confessed members of 
the church. So far as my ob- 
servation goes, we have never 
asked for a baptismal certificate 
before people could partake of 
the communion. 

In our church school classes 
and in our church homes as 
well as from the pulpit we have 
taught that the making of the 
“good confession” was a signifi- 
cant step in one’s religious ex- 
perience and after that he (or 


We will continue to print the 
late Dr. Davison’s column until 
all the questions he had an- 
swered, have been used. 


she) is a part of a holy fel- 
lowship and is permitted to par- 
take of the communion. 

However, we have passed the 
communion emblems to all in 
the congregation and let each 
one examine himself about par- 
taking. For 27 years I directed 
the communion service at the 
International Convention of 
Christian Churches of our peo- 
ple and I never gave instruc- 
tions to the deacons to with- 
hold the communion from any- 
one. 

You ask particularly about 
children. I agree that much is 
to be gained in having them 
look forward to the time when 
they, along with others, can 
partake of the communion. But 
even so, we usually say, “This 
is the Lord’s Table and to it we 
invite all who love our Lord.” 
I am quite sure that many 
children love the Lord as much 
or more than many indifferent, 
narrow-minded, egotistic, prej- 
udiced, baptized church mem- 
bers. 


QUESTION: In your discus- 
sion of leaving money to a 
local church you did not sug- 
gest who should be named to 
excute my will. Would you 
please do that? 


ANSWER: If your will is just 
leaving a lump sum to the 
church it does not make too 


much difference who is named 
the executor of the will. If, 
however, you plan to establish 
a trust fund for a special pur- 
pose (or purposes) then it is 
important to name a committee 
to handle those funds. 


I would suggest that, instead 
of naming certain personalities 
who may or may not outlive 
you, it might be well to name a 
committee of three composed 
of the chairman of the board, 
chairman of the trustees and 
the president of the Christian 
Women’s __ Fellowship. These 
offices will change hands often 
enough so that no person or 
group of persons will assume 
too much power in the use of 
your funds. 





